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In our consideration of God’s Blueprint for Parenting we’ve come to the end. And yet, in some real sense 
we’re only half through. Do you understand that? If you don’t, I’ll flunk you on your understanding on my thesis. 

Do you remember the thesis? The thesis begins with God, but He works in two ways. We’ve covered the first. 
Now let me review it once more. This is the way God does it! This is God’s blueprint; it is God who does this. If God 
doesn’t do it, it will never be done. Now you can get a few little natural aspects of it that will do a few things, but you’ll 
never get the child to where we have chosen as the biblical goal. You’ll never get him there unless God does it. 

Now how does He do it? First He does this:  Say it with me. He works—say it—in the parents. He works first 
in the parents. And we have considered four or five big areas that God wants to work in these parents. He wants to 
work in them with some understanding of what this child is. He wants to enable the parents to provide a place. He 
wants to work in them a marriage that is out of this world for those children, and then He wants to work in them a 
deep relationship between them and the child, and then the training of the child. That’s what He wants to work in 
them. 

Now watch. You have seen, I think, in some critical areas that what God works in these parents will have 
a natural effect on these children, making them the kind of persons God wanted them to be. Now that’s half of my 
thesis! Then I say—and this is the first half—God works in the parents. But it’s God who works in them. And we will 
vary because of various things to what extent God has worked these things in them, so don’t let that bother you. Just 
be sure God is working in you. Some might be way ahead of you. That’s all right. That’s something else. 

But now we come to the second part of the thesis. Say it with me. What is it? God works directly in that child. 
If He doesn’t do that, you’ll have a wonderful person—and I don’t want to set aside; I believe God is involved in that—
but it’s awful to think that if you don’t have this, you’ll be a wonderful person—no hang-ups, you’ll be outgoing, you’ll 
be the kind of person many others will just love to be with, you’ll be a success in business, whatever he goes into, but 
he will not know God and he will spend eternity in hell. Then the other side. God comes and works supernaturally in 
that child! 

Now let me introduce this to you by showing you some relationships between this and this. Are you with me? 
Now think with me. What’s the relationship between this side of it and this? Let me just point out a few things. That’s 
the reason I’m so at rest with this thesis. Number one, obviously, which one comes first in the order of time? When 
a child is first born—he’s two days old—which one would come first? This or this? “A” or “B”? “A” must come first in 
order of time. The general principle [is]:  first that which is natural, then that which is spiritual. So this must come 
first! This child can get these effects even before he’s born—prenatally somewhat—but the moment he’s born he’ll 
begin to catch those effects! This must come first, then this. I’m not talking about importance; I’m talking about order 
of time. 

Now watch this. Listen. If this is good—I’m not saying perfect—if here are two parents who are committed to 
God and God is working…but none of us are perfect, but God is working some of these things in there and it’s good. 
It’s adequate and it’s having some effect on this child. Listen to me. For this child, then, when he faces this, it will be 
so easy and almost irresistible—some theologians use that—It would be so easy, then, for him to respond to this. Are 
you following me? If this is adequate—. If this is adequate and good, why shouldn’t he? It’s so easy for him to respond 
to God. Most will. Listen, this can be good and adequate. Good and adequate. And what we would call even an ideal 
Christian family. And this child, at this point, as I understand Scripture and a little of the nature of a human being, 
this child then can say, “no” and turn away from it all. 

My wife and I have very close friends who have four children. At least three of them, they came up, and I 
think they were better biblical Christian parents than at least I was as a father. And three of those four have turned 
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away from God. How do you explain that? Here’s the way I explain it. They have this and they’re good persons, and 
that’s the one way I try to encourage those parents. They’re such good persons! They don’t have any hang-ups. They 
love their parents. They love to come home! But they’re not going to have anything to do with their Savior. That’s good 
because this has been working. But they have, up to this point, said “no.”

 But the other side is this:  If this has been ripped and this is terrible and you’ve had some drastic effects on 
this child, it’s still possible that God will come to that child and touch him and “lift him out of the miry clay, put his 
feet upon a rock and establish his goings.” I know that. And some of you know it. Several of you have talked to me 
and identified with me that you have come out of those distressed, disorganized families and yet God has met you. 
And several have shared that you’ve still got the scars. Do you see how these two are related? I can sleep with this. 
I’m not saying it’s a revelation from God! It’s my attempt to put things together from the Scriptures and from the little 
observations of the scientists, and this is what I believe. [Does it] make sense to you? 

Now, you see I want to show you this. We’ve been dealing with this, now how does this happen? How does 
God do this? Now let me suggest to you the way God does it. Let me say it again. Don’t play with the words. This is 
what God does, and I am standing aside, searching Scripture to see how God works! How does God work? How does 
He say He’s going to work? This is the way God does this… I’m not even claiming to give you all of it; I’m just saying 
things that are very, very clear in Scripture! This is the way God does this and I think I can say He never, according to 
Scripture, never does it contrary to these things. 

Number one, He always uses His Word. True? I have a question that God could ever do this where the Word 
of God is not available. That’s the reason those people out there who have never had the Word of God cannot have the 
work of God. Because God, not because He couldn’t, but He has limited Himself always to work through His Word. 
How does God do this? If the Word of God is not there, God cannot work. I believe that’s clear from the Scriptures. 
He always uses His Word!

Now listen carefully, another principle to which I am committed because I believe it’s in the Scriptures. God 
doesn’t have to do this but apparently He has again limited Himself. He always uses some human agent. To get to this 
child He will always work through some human agent. It could be the parents. Normally it will be. The parent would 
have the priceless privilege of sharing the Word with his child and seeing that child come to know God through their 
witness. 

I told you about our second boy. We had shared with him. But God used Billy Graham to touch his life, to 
bring him into salvation. That doesn’t bother me. God’s not limited to your parents. God has used others in the lives 
of our boys. I praise Him. In the high school years, they went to a Christian high school and I was so grateful because 
I could see God using some of the men up there in a way that He couldn’t use me. I was deeply grateful. Now all of my 
boys are married and now they’ve got two daddies. You know what I mean? They all married into Christian families 
and they have two fathers. And I see, even as young adults, God using these other fathers for my boys in a way that 
He couldn’t use me. That’s great. 

Don’t get the idea that God can’t use, in this, anybody but you. Let Him use anybody He wants to use to do 
this work! Yeah, be available. He’s got to have somebody through whom He can work! It might be the pastor. It might 
be the church. It might be Sunday school. It might be a neighbor. It could be anybody. Praise God whoever He uses! 
Let Him use anybody. But I’ll tell you this:  He’s got to have somebody! It doesn’t have to be me, but it’s got to be 
somebody. He always uses a human agent. 

All right, now listen to me carefully. When God takes the Word of God through some human agent the 
first thing He will do is—and I’m concerned even to mention this because I sense it is a great problem in Christian 
families—God will come, God will come, don’t let me bore you, but God will come, and show that child his sin. Now 
the reason I think this is the problem is because sometimes Christian parents, in their zeal, they look at that child 
and they see him do something that doesn’t please them and they say, “That’s sin.” My friend, don’t misunderstand 
me; that is not your prerogative. Sin is not what displeases me. Sin is what—say it—displeases God and only God can 
convince a person he’s a sinner. 

Now my concern is that if you keep telling a child he’s a sinner, he’s a sinner… I’ve talked to a lot of them. 
If you keep telling him he’s a sinner, and when he gets mad, “That’s sin” and “That’s sin,” then you see, before long, 
he comes out [thinking] “Mama doesn’t thinking I’m worth anything.” But when God comes and touches him and 
says, “It’s sin,” it’s so gentle and so pointed, and He’ll never hurt the person, you see. A sin, by definition, is God’s 
evaluation of this behavior—not mine. I’m not saying God won’t use you to share with him the Word of God. You see 
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the difference. But when you’re always on his back…. “Excuse me, I’m not talking to you; I’m trying to talk through 
you.” He will come and show this child he’s a sinner. And boy, what a great joy! And I’ve heard some young parents 
say their little boy or little girl comes and says to his parents, “Momma, God has shown me I’m a sinner” or, “God has 
shown me I got mad.” Boy, how wonderful that is. God’s done it. Now He might do it through you. But until God…
you see, we call that “conviction of sin.” That’s the work of the Spirit of God! You cannot convince him of his sin! Now 
be careful. 

Now, I think somebody needs to isolate and deal with that big issue because young people are coming out 
of families all over our society with this what I call “low self image.” I don’t like to use that word, and part of it comes 
for Christian parents sometimes driving home, “They’re sinners, they’re sinners!” Sure they’re sinners! But how to 
separate these things, I think we need a prophet from God to deal with it. 

All right, let’s turn to the next step.  How does God do it? He uses His Word. He uses another person. He will 
eventually convince this child that he’s a sinner and then He will show that child the Savior. And God will show him 
Jesus and that child then faces a decision. Will he respond? If he says, “Yes, I will” then God begins a supernatural 
work in him. He’s born again and then begins the whole process of God establishing a relationship with him and 
leading him along to change his life. That’s the way God does it! Those things, I’m sure of! 

Now since this is a parenting seminar, our concern is this:  What place do the parents have in this? Are you 
with me? What can parents do about this? Let me say it again. Do you follow me? What you do with this is your first 
responsibility. God working in you that you might [do] all of these things we’ve covered. But then you turn [and say], 
“Well I know God must work in my child.” Well what place does a parent have in God working in the child? Some 
things are clear, I think. If this is not clear to you, please listen and ask God to make it clear. There is absolutely no 
way that I can do this. Do you follow me? I cannot do God’s work. And if you think you can, you don’t understand 
what I am saying! Let me ask you this:  Did you save yourself? Yes or no? Did you regenerate yourself? Yes or no? 
Give me a nod. Of course not! If you did, you have not experienced biblical regeneration. Biblical regeneration is the 
supernatural work of God in a human soul. Well if you didn’t do it for yourself, you surely can’t do it for your child. 

Now let me state it as a positive thing. Now listen, one thing is clear:  I cannot do that for my child. One of the 
saddest things I’ve ever heard is where young people tell about parents— sometimes they’re preachers—who try to, 
as they say, “push it down their throats.” I think one of the most touching letters I ever received from one of my boys, 
one of them, when he was in high school, he wrote home. He was in a Christian school where they made them write 
a letter every week. So he wrote his letter, but he said to his mother and me, he said, “I’m so glad y’all never tried to 
push it down my throat.” You can’t push it. Did you ever try to push cold grits down his throat? My mother used to 
try it. You see, I think that’s the analogy. You can’t push food down; it’s just the very physiology of it. You can’t push it 
down! You can take it and swallow, but you can’t push it down. You can’t do this! 

Well what can I do? I can’t do the work of God; God must do it. And if you think you’re anxious to let God 
do it, just imagine how anxious He is to do it! He gave His Son to die for it. He wants it more than all parents put 
together could ever want it. 

All right, well what can I do? I can tell you this, and I charge you young parents, be sure as you leave this 
place, and every day of your life and the rest of your life, be sure of this: You will never be a perfect parent, but I 
charge you, you must have a perfect heart. Please, my friends— young parents and older, who still have your children 
around—this is required by God for parents:  Have a perfect heart. Do you know what that means? The Bible refers 
to it. “His heart was perfect toward God.” What does that mean? No, it doesn’t mean he was perfect. But it meant his 
heart was perfect. 

Where I analyze the biblical teaching on that is that this heart is open to God. He’s committed to God and he 
is trusting God. And I just want to tell you:  that God requires. And if you don’t have that, I tell you, you’re in trouble. 
If your heart is not perfect, then you’re in rebellion against God or you’re trusting yourself. A perfect heart just simply 
says, “God I’m Yours, and I can’t do it and I’m just expecting You to do it.” Do you know what that means? That means 
there is now no condemnation for a perfect heart. There’s no guilt. That’s the basis on which I can tell you with biblical 
confidence that if your heart is perfect then you’ll fail—sure! But you’ll confess it to God and you’ll confess it to your 
children. And several of you parents have talked to me about that and I’ll tell you, it’s good for the child as you confess 
to God and to him and he sees, “Well Mama, she’s a sinner like me and yet she walks with God. Well I’m a sinner, 
maybe I can someday learn to walk with God like she does.” If you set yourself up as a little tin god, you know, and 
you never do anything wrong:  “Daddy’s always right and he’s always perfect.” No. “Daddy’s weak, Daddy fails. Praise 
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God for our wonderful Savior.” That’s a perfect heart. I just want to tell you if that’s there, if you’ve got a perfect heart, 
God is working in you and your life is being changed and you are increasingly modeling before him the reality of a 
biblical experience. And I don’t know anything that will turn your children off more, and I sense in this group it’s a 
select group, but I’m speaking again through you, nothing will turn your children away from God as a Pharisaical 
approach. “Oh yeah, I go to church,” but there’s no reality. “I insist that you go to church and read your Bible,” but 
he doesn’t sense in you that it’s very real. And God’s real to you, and he doesn’t see you worshipping and living unto 
God. There’s no reality. I don’t think anything will turn your kids off more quickly from God than to be a Pharisee 
and hypocrite. That’s what started the counterrevolution. They looked at parents and they were saying things, even 
moral things in our society, and they weren’t living it. The young people said, “Let’s split; let’s get out of here, burn it 
down.” 

That was one thing I feared as I stood before my kids, because I was a professional religionist. I was in full 
time preaching and teaching the Bible. And I did want them to see in us the reality and not just an empty religious 
form. And that comes all to anyone whose heart is perfect toward God. You parents, I charge you, you cannot do 
this, but you can have a perfect heart toward God and having God working in you. I can’t tell you what that means to 
a kid. 

One of our boys went to the university for his further training and he said that he was struggling with 
further intellectual things and he wasn’t sure. “Am I a Christian just because Daddy and Mama are Christians, 
because I was raised on the Bible college campus?” And he had to go through some intellectual things and he told us. 
And I just praise God. He said, “I just couldn’t get away from the way you and Mom lived.” That grabbed him. It’s not 
your making him go to church. It’s how you live. And you can’t be perfect, but you can have a perfect heart, so there’s 
reality. Reality is beautiful. Pharisaism is horrible. What can you do? You can’t do His work but you can let God work 
in you. 

All right, some other things you can do…. Look up here. Do you know what you can do? You can share the 
Word. You can make the Word of God available to him. You can, from the very beginning of his life, share the Word. 

When my wife and I started with our boys, we didn’t have the privilege that y’all had. God met us and we 
are praising Him, but I’m talking about how you share the Word with little children. What do you do? Read them 
the book of Revelation? No, what do you do? With a three-year-old child? Do you know what you can find? We 
had Bible…all we had were Bible story books and we wore them out. All of these different Bible [stories]. We would 
just read them a Bible story every night, and they’re written for young children. Do you know what you can find? 
You can find all kinds of books. I mean the woods are full of books. Be sure and touch it. Get with it. Any book, any 
author, any topic, on any level, any kind of thing you want, you can get a book and read to your children. And books 
for them to read about. All of the problems, the woods are full of them, and sharing the Word of God so they can 
understand it. But you don’t just do it at family devotions, but you, as Deuteronomy says, you talk about it when you 
go out and when you come in, when the storm hits, you talk about sharing the Word out of you own experience. You 
can do that. It must be done. You can share the Word. 

One of you young parents asked me, because of what I had shared already, I was emphasizing that a child, 
you know, could turn away from all of this and I still believe it. “Well,” she said something like, “Can I pray for my 
[child]?” Not, “Can I pray?” You’d better pray. You’d better pray because God works not only through His Word—and 
I probably should have put this earlier—God always works, say it with me, in answer to what? Prayer. And you’d 
better pray. Hannah prayed. Hannah prayed even before she prayed for her child. She prayed and made a vow. Pray 
for your children. Pray for them. Pray that God will work in them! 

I’ve heard, you know, parents pray all about, everything about these children—that they’ll come to know 
God, they’ll go on with God, and that God will place them where He wants them, that God will lead them guide 
them about their marriage. All of that—just pray for your children, pray, pray, pray. It wouldn’t even hurt for them 
to see you praying and know that you’re praying for them. Don’t lay it on them, “I’m praying for you as you go out 
tonight.” You know what that says:  “Well I know you’re going to blow it, but may God have mercy on you.” Some 
of the great men of God have testified to what it meant to them as they passed by and saw their father and mother 
pleading to God for their lives. Pray for them. And trust God for them. 

Now right there is where we come up to the issue where I mentioned before. I think I’m almost on the verge 
of getting to the place where I believe the Bible teaches that if my heart is open and I’ve committed myself to the 
Lord, that I can in some sense claim for my children that God will work in them. I cannot say absolutely because 
I’m dealing with this child and he must respond, but there is some indication, some hints. Now some theologians 
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have gone to all kinds of extremes. I don’t know how to handle these, but I’m on the verge of saying that if I am here 
and we’ve got a Christian family, I believe God wants to keep this family intact. Now I can’t put it on the basis that 
God has to and that it’s like a computer:  I push a button and He feeds it out. But I think God has given me some 
indication that if I am open to God and his mother’s open to God, and we’re praying and trusting in God, that God 
will touch him. I pray for them and I trust God to work, to do His part. I can trust God. I can’t do it, but I can trust 
God and count on His mercy. 

And the last thing…my wife and I constantly face this; I’m sure some of you will understand. People come up 
to us and say—and I don’t know how to answer it—they say, “Aren’t you proud of your boys?” Proud? I can’t answer 
that. But as I watch what God has done in our boys in every sense, the way He brought their partners to them, the 
marriages that I see God working in them, the way God is enabling them to deal with their children and the ministry 
God is giving them, the way God is using them—I’m overwhelmed! It’s awfully scary. But they ask me am I proud? It 
says to me, am I not proud of what I’ve done? No. 

My last thing is that when you get to where we are, and you ought to begin early, I can praise God. Say with 
me as we close, “To God be the glory.” I told you, I can rid you of guilt. If you are committed to God, then God will 
overrule all of your failures and even your sin. If you’re committed, you see, you will confess it and He will cleanse 
you, and there’s no guilt. But also, and I’ll close with this, if it is God, He gets the glory. So my answer to the question, 
“Am I proud of my boys?” [is] I just praise God for what He’s doing. Say it with me again. “To God be the glory.” And 
you can commit your children to Him and when you see God do it, and when they’re 30 years old and they’re on their 
way to living for God, then you can say with all of your heart, “To God be the glory.” Amen.


