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Let’s pick up again and review the blueprint for parenting—what God wants to work in parents. And I’ll tell 
you again, only the grace of God can do it, but it will. His grace is sufficient to do everything that He asks me to do. I 
want to be like my Father. 

Now He starts with this:  He knows this child, and then He prepares for this child a place, and so do we. We 
know the child and we provide a place—I hope your house looks better than mine—provide a place for that child. 
There’s something else God does; there’s a lot more that God does, and the further we go the more important it 
becomes. 

Go back to John 14, verse 3 and we’ll take one more step. Let me ask you; is heaven a place? Yes or no. Is it 
actually a location where you will be? Yes or no. That’s where? Yeah, that’s heaven. Heaven is a place, a wonderful 
place. Let me ask you another question. Is heaven just a place? How would you like [if], when you got to heaven—you 
know where I’m going when I say this—when you got to heaven, they open the door and said, “Come on in. There’s 
nobody here, but everything you need is here. Just help yourself ”? There are the gold streets. There’s the fountain of 
living water—everything you’ll ever want or need. Here are all your friends and relatives; they’re all here, but nobody 
else. Is that heaven? 

Listen to John 14 again; pick it up again in verse 3. “And if I go and prepare a place for you, I come again 
and will receive you unto Myself ”—here it is!—“that where I am there ye may be also.” Where Jesus is—finish it—is 
heaven. My Father does not invite His children—and you know where I’m going to land in a minute—my Father does 
not invite His children to an empty house. Heaven is not an empty house; God’s there. Now follow me carefully. God’s 
there. Jesus said, “Where I am, there you will be.” Heaven is where God is. 

But now, let’s look at it! Let’s speak theology for a moment. I told you I’m not a theologian, but you can’t 
understand the Scriptures without knowing this about your God. Know what He’s like? I’m not going into all of His 
character. I’m talking about His essence. What is He like? He’s a God! Three Persons:  Father, Son, finish it. Holy Spirit. 
Three Gods, right? Say it with me or I’ll tell your pastor you’re a heretic. Now really, if you don’t believe this, you’re 
a heretic! It’s what the Bible teaches all the way through—that your God is three Persons. Who are they? Father, Son 
and Holy Spirit. Three Gods, we don’t believe in poly-theism. Three Gods who are what? Say it! One God. 

How many understand that? Raise your hand! Ah, boy, you’d better write a book, because nobody else has 
understood it! Now you’ve heard it, and you believe it, [but] understand how three Persons could be one God? Nobody 
really understands it but me, and I will now explain it to you! The best I have ever touched the Trinity—and you know 
it’s just a feeble, foolish talk of a dumb South Carolinian preacher, and all of the other bad things you can say—the best 
I can say is this:  They are three Persons, same in substance, equal in power and glory, but are so intimately related to 
each other that They are what? One God. They’ll always be there. That’s what heaven is. Father, Son and Holy Spirit—
three Persons so intimately related that They are one God! “I and My Father are one,” He said. One God. And I say it 
again, somewhat with a heavy heart. My Father in heaven never invites His children to an empty house. 

Now let’s come down to this house. Here we’re given a great place. My father—my earthly father—he didn’t 
have much education, you know, and he didn’t have—. When he was growing up, he used to tell my boys, you know 
how it was when he was raised before the cars, the telephones, and he had a wagon and he’d go with his father to 
the—. And he didn’t have anything when he was growing up. He made some money in the textile business and so he 
built us a big house. That’s good. We appreciated it. But there’s something missing. It’s not heaven unless—now, listen 
to me—it cannot be heaven on earth unless there is up here [at home] a god. Listen; there must be somebody here 
who is a god! Not a buddy. He doesn’t need another brother or sister; he needs a god. He needs one always there. He’s 
got to be there. 
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I want to quote one of the outstanding child psychologists today who’s screaming this. Listen. Do you know 
what happens when a child comes home and there’s nobody’s there? I hope I’m not “hitting” anybody. I’m just telling 
you. This is what that child psychologist screams:  “If there’s any reliable predictor of trouble, it probably begins with 
children coming home to an empty house. Whether the problem is reading difficulty, truancy, dropping out, drug 
addiction or childhood depression, an empty house [is] an eloquent indication that nobody cares.” Do you know 
how many children—I’m not talking about y’all, I hope—do you know what happens? They come home to an empty 
house. And this same child psychologist says, “If you’re doing your own thing, you’re not there.” A lot of parents are 
there, but they’re doing their own thing. They’re all wrapped up in this, or that, or in business, or TV or something 
else and they can’t—. For that child they’re not there. 

Have you ever gone to your God and called on Him and He’s out somewhere occupied with His great 
operation of reaching the unreached areas of the world? Never. His ear is always open. He’s always there. Doing His 
thing includes you, and wherever you are—anyone. You are just as important as that work in Africa. 

So many children are coming home literally to an empty house, or to parents who are doing their own thing 
and as far as that child is concerned, they are not there. 

I appreciate what my father did for me in providing materially for me. We had big cars; I tell my class this 
sometimes about the Pierce-Arrow. My dad had a great ambition. You all don’t know what a Pierce-Arrow car is; 
that was before most of you were born. But back in that day a beautiful Pierce-Arrow, first car I had, lights up on 
the fenders, you know. And my dad, that was his great ambition, and finally he bought a Pierce-Arrow. And boy, 
you know I was the talk of the town, driving a big Pierce-Arrow. I appreciate all that. Gave me a great education. I 
appreciate that. But he was never there. Oh yes, he was there. He came home every night, but he wasn’t there. 

My mother wanted to be there but she couldn’t. I know what it is to have an empty house. It leaves an empty 
feeling here. There’s got to be somebody. Now stay with me. You’ve got to have somebody! 

Now watch. What kind of a god—now this is heavy—but that’s the blooper! You as parents are to be to your 
children what He is. He’s God! You are a god to these children. Now when I write that, I’ll put it small “g.” Now if I 
offend your theology then forgive me. I’m drawing an analogy. You are to be to them what God is to you! God is there; 
He’s there always. And someday I’ll be with Him in His presence, and that’s going to be heaven, just to be with Him 
and see His face and to worship Him without distraction. Your child needs a god, not a buddy. He needs a god! What 
kind of a god? 

I started, as I told you, with my concern for the child, and that led me to my deep concern for marriage. Now 
watch it. What this child needs is a god like that One, and God’s Blueprint for Marriage flows out of that. And so you 
have two persons:  father and mother, husband and wife. Now finish it. Two persons. Don’t you dare put one down, 
or one up. Same in substance, equal in power and glory. That’s what the Bible teaches about the sexes. The equality 
of women is nothing new. God always had it; we just never saw it. But you’d better understand it. Same in substance, 
equal in power and glory. But watch it, two persons who are so intimately related that they are—say it with me—they 
are one god! He’s got to have it. 

May I tell you frankly? The only foundation for the parenting process is a biblical marriage. Two—husband 
and wife—so totally committed to God and to each other that nothing will ever separate them. They are growing 
increasingly to become like God in heaven:  one, as They are one. 

Jesus so prayed in the seventeenth [chapter] of John. I’m not speaking just about marriage, but about all of 
His body. If it’s not true here, it can’t be true in the body of believers. But He prayed, “Father, that they might be one as 
We are one.” And there’s the blueprint for marriage! 

Now listen, we’re not studying marriage; we are studying parenting. But I want to just tell you frankly, that 
what takes place between husband and wife has a drastic effect on this child! This will shock you. Now, I’m almost 
afraid to do it. Do you know what it would do to your faith if you ever heard that the Father and the Son were fussing, 
and were at odds? Now you can’t even conceive of that. It would be heresy if anybody ever taught it. It’s intolerable to 
Scripture. What do you think of this? The only foundation for the parenting process is this—and I want to tell you—
this is parenting. You fathers, when you love their mother, you’re doing something to that child! You mothers, when 
you love their father, you’re doing something in the parenting process for those children. 

Some of you who have had the priceless privilege of coming out of a family, a home, where the only thing 
you ever saw—and I’ve talked to some students who had it and they thought all families were like this—where 
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their mother and father were always together, and always loving each other and they looked at them and never saw 
anything different. Some of you have come out of that. And maybe you never realized what it did to you. Positive! 
I’ll just tell you this that it lays a foundation for a child on which then he can build everything. It’s almost like this:  
If here’s the husband, and here’s the wife, and here’s that little child, and he stands on this as a foundation, and this 
husband and wife and they are one. And it gives him a foundation on which he can build. 

I started years ago with this because I’ve been through it. And I used to try to listen to the child psychologists 
and they never talked about that. Some years ago my youngest son was studying at the university. He was our last one 
to leave the nest, and he wasn’t sure what the Lord had for him, so he was studying at the university, kind of taking 
little courses in psychology. And he said, “Dad I need to write a paper, a research paper. What can I study?” I said, 
“Look, do some research. See what has been done on the effect of the marital relationship on a child.” He checked 
around. He couldn’t find anything. Now I want to tell you that the world’s full of it. I want to tell you any child who 
has that will make it. That child will be all smiles. Watch him. 

I remember when my three boys were young, you know, and you know when they’d come into the kitchen 
and I‘d come home and I’d hug my wife. Do you know what they thought of that? “Man, that’s better than a three ring 
circus.” They’d all gather around [and say], “Boy, look!” Boy, it does something. 

When you love his mother, you’re doing something for him. And I put that [as] top priority. You’ve seen 
the quote, the little motto:  “Father, the best thing you can do for your son is to love his mother. You mothers, the 
best thing you can do for your son or daughter is to love his or her father.” I don’t know whether you believe that 
little sentimental motto. I am deeply committed to it. With that, he’s going to make it! But I tremble to think of what 
happens when he doesn’t have it. 

May I share with you some of the problems? Now just look! Do you know what happens to this child when 
this (division) begins to happen? Tension begins between husband and wife and they begin to go different directions. 
Now get the visual picture, and that is just a poor symbol of it! And you pull, and pull. What happens to the child? 
He’s ripped up. You see, I know that. I used to not hear them talk this way. They’re all talking this way now. But I know 
what it is. When I was a little boy—I don’t want to be sentimental—I just want to tell you, and if I didn’t hear this at 
other places, I talk to students—and I’ve said before—all the time, and I always ask this:  “How did your mom and 
dad—?” That’s the first question I ask. A girl comes in, you know, and she’s always depressed. She doesn’t think she’s 
any good, and oh, and she can’t trust God. And I always start with, “How’d your mom and dad get along?” And it’s 
always that, always that, always that; they’re at odds. 

I remember when I was a little boy, I don’t know, maybe 10, 12 years old, they’d put me to bed upstairs in this 
beautiful house. I had a room. They put me to bed, and they thought I was asleep, and I’d crawl out of bed and I’d go 
and sit at the top of the stairs. I don’t know why. Nobody ever told me to do this; it just came out. I’d sit at the top of 
the stairs and listen to my mom and dad downstairs, and I just knew somehow that if I could ever hear them say a 
pleasant word I could go to sleep. But I never heard it. I used to tell my mom, “It hurts down here.” She thought I had 
eaten some green apples. She wanted to help. I know now what happened. A child who has to live under a situation 
where his parents are in tension, it tears him up!

Let me read you one statement. Now this is by a Christian psychiatrist. John White has written a book, 
Parents in Pain. Maybe some of you know it. It’s for parents whose children have turned away from the Lord, and I 
know no greater pain for a parent than living for God and teaching your children. And he’s written this book. He’s a 
psychiatrist, Christian psychiatrist, and this is what he says, listen:  “I cannot exaggerate the importance of parental 
harmony. Children need it and need it more than ever when they go wrong. Their wellbeing depends on it. The 
welfare of children rests. . .” Now listen to this. Now whether you accept his statement or not, that’s up to you, but he’s 
a psychiatrist, and he’s a biblical—. But the thing that settles it for me is when I see this and the horror that comes if 
I saw that the Father and Son had divorced and the Son was going off and starting His own plan of redemption. It’s 
intolerable! When I see that, then I agree with John White when he continues, “The welfare of children rests more on 
parental unity than on any childrearing expertise the parents have. Parents can get away with many mistakes if their 
children see them as a solid, loving alliance. Such an alliance creates a context in which children can respond with 
respect and obedience.” Do you know what he says? He says this. Now see, most emphases on parenting—most books 
on parenting—they don’t talk about the child, they don’t talk about the place, they don’t talk about this, they talk 
about what we are going to talk about tonight and tomorrow morning. That’s alright! I’m going to include it! But what 
John White says is that this is more important for your child than anything you may do to him as far as the actual 
parenting process. I tend to agree with him. 
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You see where we are? And I’ll just tell you again. What happens is when this happens and there’s tension 
between the parents and they’re fussing all the time. I’m not talking about you; I’m talking through you to those 
out there. When young couples come to me and talk about divorce, one of the first questions I ask is, “Do you have 
any children?” And when that tension begins, it’s just like ripping him to pieces. He can’t hide it. And what happens 
when that takes place, and then you know, the child begins to act up. It hurts and the child tries to do all kinds of 
things and do you know what you’re going to do? Tell me. I’m not talking about you; I’m talking through you. Do 
you know what they do then? They start laying it on this child, when the problem—where—is up here. It’s amazing. 

And of course that brings us face to face with a situation in our culture which I hope you are not getting 
used to. And that is when you’ve got this, where the husband leaves and there’s divorce. I don’t know whether you are 
getting used to it or not, but it’s all around and it’s being accepted; everybody does it. And even in the Church, and 
ministers do it. 

A wife came to talk to me in Columbia—an older person—several months ago. She was talking to me about 
a current situation. She said, “I guess I had better tell you who I am.” She said, “My husband used to teach at one of 
the theological seminaries in Columbia and he ran off with another woman.” It’s happening all over. Now I’m not 
concerned—. If this was a seminar on marriage, then I would get into that with you. I’m not concerned with that. 
Now, I’m concerned with what that divorce does to that child. There’s no way you can know the effect of a split 
family on a child. It rips them. 

My thesis is that God works in parents and that has an effect on the child. And I think nothing is clearer 
than the effect—positively—of a loving union. And they see that. I don’t mean you’re perfect, but they see that you’re 
basically for each other in your love. That gives them something to build on. They always know that mom and dad 
are committed. They’re not going to worry about maybe daddy won’t be here next year. You see, it’s all around them. 
When they go to school, all their friends, their parents have left, you see, and they’re split. You see. They never would 
know that. They know mom and daddy are there for good. God has planned this to be a permanent relationship. 
And your child ought to know that—that you’ll always be there, and you’ll always be with each other. And when you 
leave, sure you’ll walk back in! My four boys left us just when I needed them the most. They all left! That’s great! God 
wanted them to leave! But they know this:  even in our old age, they know that mom and dad are still together and 
they’ll be together all the way. 

I can’t overemphasize it, what it does to a child when divorce takes place. Now I must say in closing words, 
now watch. There are some—and this is where you get into a common phenomenon in our society of the single 
parent. Now if the husband has left and this wife is a believer and committed to God, I’ll tell you. What you have, 
and you see, don’t be surprised if it’s going to affect this child. And to put on that one person the awful load of 
carrying the responsibilities of both, as well as trying to shield that child and take him through the agony of that 
split—and my heart goes out to any who face that. But I want to tell you, God has special promises of special grace 
for those who will walk with Him in that. But listen, it’s not an option to choose. 

I had one of my students write me from Africa because she said, “I hear in America everybody going for 
single parenting.” You know, not just divorce. You know, here’s a woman who’ll want to have a child. She wants to 
have a child out of wedlock and you know, then just raise the child herself. Single parenting. And this young woman, 
because she was deeply concerned about some of these orphans, “What about my taking this child and being a single 
parent?” Well man, that’s an awful, awful conflict! She loves these children! But I had to tell her faithfully, “You’re 
in no position to provide for that child what God intended him to have. Put that child—. Start an orphanage, do 
something where you can get that child into a situation where there will be what God planned. God’s ideal is that this 
child have a god who is made up of two persons, male and female, so intimately related that they function as one. 
And the effect of that positively on a child—. You’ll probably not know if you’ve been through it. You might think 
you were just, you know, a good person. Or maybe you won’t know it until you get to heaven; then you’ll know what 
it did to you. 

Some of us know the scars of a broken god. I’ll just tell you again; the greatest thing you can do for your 
children, you fathers, is to commit yourself to lovingly, abide with your wife. The greatest thing you can do for your 
children, you mothers—I say it’s more important than whether you spank them or not—we’re going to get to that. 
I’m going to show you how to spank them. But more important than that is whether you love their father and can 
give that child that wonderful heritage of seeing their parents always together as a god—two persons, one god! 

Do you follow my thesis? God must work that in us. That’s not easy. God works that in us and that has a 
natural effect on these children. The further we go in this blueprint, the more important—that’s basic!—the more 
important than the place is the god in the place. We’ll proceed in this in our next session.


