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Thus far in our parenting seminar, we have set before you a comprehensive thesis that should include all that 
you need to know about parenting. The thesis includes God. It starts with God and it shows that God works in two 
ways. First He works in the parent, and that has a natural effect on the child. Then eventually He will work directly in 
the child. 

What we’re dealing with now is, “What does God want to work in the parent?” The blueprint for that is very 
clear. I have not referred to all Scripture that speaks about it, but it’s very clear in Scripture. It is not just a happy 
little illustration; it is something that apparently God has planned, and it’s simply this:  That there is a family here 
[illustrates on board]. There is a house. It’s my Father’s house. There is a Father there. There are children in that family, 
the family of God. Someday we are going home, right? This family is to be patterned after that. Paul speaks about it in 
2 Corinthians, I think, when he says, “…to depart and be at home with the Lord….” Oh, what a day! I can hardly wait. 
I referred to [this] earlier. Then I’ll know what I was supposed to have been like. I’d like to meet myself someday, when 
God has made me then not only like Jesus Christ, but like what I should have been.  It’s going to be a glorious day. 

If this is my heavenly home—now watch it—if this is my heavenly home—where God is—that’s heaven, my 
heavenly home, then this should be, for every child, is what? Turn it around. If that’s your heavenly home, this should 
be his earthly heaven. I just want to say the blueprint in another way. Every child has a right to live in a place that’s like 
heaven on earth. Heaven on earth? Do you think all the children in your community have a home that’s like heaven 
on earth? Mine, I started to say, was like hell on earth. I never wanted to go there. When I was in college I dreaded the 
vacation times when I had to go home. I never wanted to invite my friends there.

 But every child has a right. And that’s one of the questions: Does your child think this place is like heaven 
on earth? Now that’s the blueprint! It’s high, but that’s where we’re moving! And the grace of God wants to take this 
family so increasingly, who will be like that family. 

All right, now here’s my Father, then I am to be—as father and mother, I am to be, for my children, as my 
Father has been to me. 

Now what is He like? In our last sessions we started with this, and this is where God starts. And I’ll tell you 
this is where parenting starts. What do you think of this little child? That’s where it begins. My Father, now watch, 
my Father, my Father—He has great regard for you! He thinks you are very important! In some sense—I don’t want 
to misrepresent it—but in some sense He put you above His only Son because “He spared not Him, but gave Him up 
for you.” He thinks you, in some sense, are more important than His own Son. What do you think of that child? He’s 
important. My Father knows that child. 

That’s not all that my Father does, by any means! He knows the child. Turn back with me to John 14 and I’ll 
show you something else that my Father does. My Father knows this child and this is where He begins. The parenting 
process—my Father knew you long before you knew Him. And He respected you, and He thought you were worth 
giving His Son for you, and He drew you, and He worked, and finally He got you into His family. But that’s not all He 
does. He knows you, and He’s for you. 

John 14, let’s begin reading again this very familiar passage. This is one of the first things I began to see in 
Scripture that opened this whole thing for me. When I began with a burden for children, I began to see how God 
deals with His children, and then it began to open and it began to cover everything. Pick it up in verse 2 again. “In 
My Father’s house….” Do you see what He’s speaking about? He’s talking about up there. “In My Father’s house….” 
Now, here’s what my Father does. He knows, but watch:  “In My Father’s house are many….” What is your next word? 
“In My Father’s house are many mansions” [emphasis Hatch]. Now that’s a contradiction of terms! How could you 
have a mansion in a house? What’s a mansion? “Man, that’s a big—! Mansion in a house? Oh, that’s the Old English, 
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I don’t know what that means. It doesn’t say much.” I mean you’ve said it all your life and it sounds good. “In My 
Father’s house….” I mean, can your child say “in my father’s house are many [mansions]”? Oh no, you don’t even 
have a mansion, much less many mansions in your house. Well what does that mean? Now let’s move closer. The other 
translations are better. “In My Father’s house,” one of them says, “are many rooms.” Does that make sense? Yes. And 
the root meaning seems to be “there are many resting places.” 

How many of you are tired? Don’t raise your hand, because you’re too tired to raise your hand! “In my 
Father’s house are many resting places.” Do you know where we’re going? My Father does this. Read on. “In My 
Father’s house are many resting places. If it were not so, I would have told you.” Now here it is:  “I go to prepare,”—say 
it all with me in your heart—Jesus said, “I’m going up to My Father’s house and there I will prepare for you a…” what? 
Say it. “I will prepare a…” what? “A place for you.” There’s one up there for you, reserved; it’s got your name on the 
door. There’s one for me. He has prepared a place! Say it once more with me. “I go to prepare a place for you,” a resting 
place for you. 

Now watch. I’m developing this as I think I see it as a system. I’m not saying this happens chronologically in 
this order, but the father looks at this child and then he says, “I’ll prepare a place for him,” and he puts that child in 
that place. There’s a place for him—his place. 

Are you ready to come down here? If you are going to be like your heavenly Father who, first He knows 
you, then He provides a place for you…. See where you will be then? And this is parenting. You fathers and mothers 
should say to that child before he’s born, and probably before he’s conceived, “We go to prepare”—say it with me—“a 
place for you, a resting place for you.” And so you provide a place for your child. 

Before he’s born God has provided, in that mother, the most amazing place you could ever imagine. It’s 
amazing, the physiology, the protection, the climate control. I’m not making light. To protect it—perfect place. And 
when that child is born—and the Freudian psychoanalyst, he made a big to do of this—the trauma of birth, when 
he comes out of that place and he hits this place. And many of the modern birthing techniques are taking this into 
consideration now. Instead of having that child come out of this wonderful, secure place, dark, into this? No, they have 
birthing rooms. There are soft lights. They’re changing the whole birthing process to help that child. 

You provide a place for that child. Keep your eye on the child. I’ll say it again. Keep your eye on the child. 
Parenting has to do with the child, not with the parents. Your children will be gone before long, and the nest will 
be empty. You’ll have no more chance to parent these children. If you’re going to be like your heavenly Father, you 
provide a place for him. What do you mean, “a place”? It can be anywhere. If I define “place,” if I take that word 
“place,” “I go to prepare a place,” what do you mean “place”? Is this a place? Yes or no? Up here, is this a place? Yes, 
that’s all a place is. It’s just a geographical spot that is somehow identified as separated from all the other space. I’m not 
up there and you’re not up here! This is a place! And I don’t like this place; I’d rather be in your place! This is a place! 
Now, you know what your child needs. And you must provide it. 

There must be some kind of a place just separated from there where this family, they consistently meet. Do 
you know what it can be? It doesn’t matter what it is. I’ll tell you what it usually is. It can be under a tree; it’s not very 
often that we do that. Under a tree—at least with a lean-to. That’s a place. But they always go there, and that’s our 
place. You’ve got to provide a place for them. It can be a trailer. It’s a place. For most of you—I just gather from your 
appearance and dress—I gather most of you have a middle class-type house. It’s not yours yet, but it’s there. Now that’s 
what we’re talking about. “Oh, that’s no big deal. My child isn’t—.” I think you better need to understand it. 

I first picked this up from God’s blueprint and I just must confess to you, I don’t see them talking much about 
this in the parenting process. But when I talk to kids about it, they all respond to me and I think if I had time to get 
some responses from you I would get it. This place means an awful lot. The place. We always go there. 

Do you remember when you used to play Hide and Go Seek? Can you remember that far back? And you had 
this big, old tree? That’s what we used to call “home base.” And you run out, you know, and they try to catch you and 
if you run back and touch it you’re what? Safe. That’s home base. Do you know what this is? This is a place where we, 
as a family, we go and there we rest, and are safe. 

Do you know what a “house” means? The anthropologist says he studies [that] every society on the face of the 
earth will have some kind of “house.” They’ll not be like ours. They’ll not be ranch style, they’ll not be brick, they’ll 
not be fixed like ours. Sometimes they’ll be mud huts, sometimes they’ll be, you know, thatch. There will be all kinds 
of houses, but every society on the face of the earth, they’ll have some kind of a house. Do you know what that house 
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is for? It’s obvious; the anthropologist says it is for shelter. That has gone by the board with us until the roof starts 
leaking and then…you see. It is to shelter us from the environment, and to shelter us from the rain, and the snow, and 
all of that, and sometimes from the animals. Shelter. It says about the Lord Jesus, there’s more to it than just shelter. 
The Lord Jesus said the foxes have what? Holes. “The birds of the air have nests, but He has no place…” what? “…to 
lay His head.” That’s not shelter; that’s a resting place. He had no place to lay His head. Remember, He was an adult 
when He said that. When He was a child He had a place. It doesn’t matter too much about you adults, but it matters to 
a child that he has a place. And it’s not just shelter. And listen, it is not just rest. 

Now listen, I don’t understand it, but this I know, that when you provide a place for this child and he comes 
and it’s always the same place, it’s the same room, it’s the same old furniture, it’s the same old rug, it’s the same old 
things…. And he comes in. Do you know what? There’s something that takes place with that child. And he finds 
rest—not physical—some kind of security and rest in this place that you’ve provided. I say that’s parenting. I don’t 
read it in the books on parenting. I get it from my blueprint of my heavenly Father who said, “I go to prepare a place.” 
And when He came down and met with His people in the Old Testament He says, “I want to meet you at a certain 
place and we’ll have a place where we’ll meet together. Don’t you do it in any other place, but in this place.” In John 
4 they ask him, they said, “This place shall we…” You see, it’s in a place. God said, “I’ll meet you in a place.” Now I 
know they’re not magic, but there’s something about a place. And somehow it is more than shelter; it is more than just 
physical rest. A child needs a place. He’s got to have a place. He becomes somehow attached to that place—the things 
around him, that old room. 

Now I don’t know. I wish I could get some responses from you. Through the years I’ve taught this material. 
I used to teach it as Child Psychology, then it began to change you know, and I began—. I couldn’t teach Child 
Psychology when I started as they teach it in the university—just teaching a child—because I know you cannot 
understand a child apart from his family. So it kept getting bigger and bigger on marriage and all of this. And then I 
began to talk about this place, and I want to tell you, the most exciting class I ever had in that course has consistently 
been when I get to this—to talk about a place. And I asked the students, “Tell me about your place.” And they just pop 
just like this. I’ve never had it fail. “What’d the place mean to you?” “What’d the place mean to you?” And they’d talk 
with me. One student told me—. I should have checked with him to be sure that I understood what he meant, but he 
told the class this. He said, “When I was 13 years old, my parents divorced and I had to make a choice. And I should 
have checked with him, what he meant by that. He said, “When I was 13 years old, my parents were divorced and I 
had to choose between them.” And then he said this. He said, “I picked the place”—the home place. And I still don’t 
know whether he meant that one parent was living in that place and he went with the place, or whether neither parent 
was there, and he just chose to go where his place was. I don’t know, but I know from what he shared the place was 
very significant.

 Do you remember your place? Do you? I’m thinking about children, when you were a child. Do you 
remember that place? Do you remember what it meant to you? 

I’d like to read a quotation from a book called The Gentle House by Anna Rose. She used to take in children. 
She had a foster home, you know. She had a great gift in dealing with children. She’d take them in—all kinds, you 
know—children that other people couldn’t handle, she would take them in. She had a great gift, she wasn’t a specialist. 
She wasn’t, you know, some child psychologist. She just loved children and she just took them in and they would be 
transformed with her. And she tells in her book The Gentle House about one little misplaced boy during the World 
War. He was from over in Europe, a Latvian boy. They brought him over here because he had no place. They put him 
in foster homes. They couldn’t handle him and finally they asked Anna Rose if she would take him. She said yes. He 
could hardly speak English when she took him. And then she picks up and writes about him when he came. 

“So it was settled and Andreas was allowed to come with me. As we drove home in the May sunshine 
I said to him, ‘You know, my house isn’t big and grand like the one you were staying in before.’ To this he 
replied, ‘No worry. Big house no matter. I want a gentle house.’ I wondered exactly what he meant by a ‘gentle 
house’ but he did not yet have the words to make me understand.” Later when he was going off for the first 
time—he was going off to camp with the Boy Scouts to be away for the first time…” she watched him “…and 
as he stepped out on the porch he paused, put out his hand and stroked the porch railing. Then he spoke, 
almost in blank verse, ‘Goodbye house, my dear, dear house. You are my home. Try to be here when I get 
back. You are a gentle house.’ House? How dumb can you get? ‘What is a gentle house?’ I asked. To this he 
was indignant, ‘How is it that you do not understand English? A gentle house is a place where you feel so 
safe.’”
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 I want to tell you, I don’t think you’ll ever read it in an encyclopedia on parenting, but I want to tell you that 
a child has something there. He’s got to have a regular place all the time all the time. It’s his place. 

Now, I’m going to make it a little more specific. Maybe I’ll get more response. Now don’t be ashamed to 
admit it. You’re not on the camera. Did you ever have a blanket? Do you know what that blanket is? Part of the place. 
Did you ever have a teddy bear? You fellows? Let me ask you this:  Do your children have teddy bears? Do they have 
blankets? Do you know what that is? Some of you must say, “Well man he’s all hung up with a blanket! Man, he must 
have—.” I just want to tell you, I could tell you my life and I could tell you about all four of our boys. They all get that 
blanket and you know, they get that thumb. And boy, talk about security! Try to take it away from them. 

I have a daughter-in-law. All of my daughter-in-laws are the greatest in the world. We didn’t have any girls, 
so my wife keeps saying we married four wonderful, wonderful girls. But I watch them all and they’re great mothers. 
But I’m thinking of one who specialized in Early Childhood Education. She really has a gift of dealing with young 
children. She has two very young children; the oldest is two-and-a-half and then one about six, eight months. The 
two-and-a-half year old, you know, he’s got a blanket and she got one step ahead of him because she said, “If you’ve 
got a blanket,” you say, “with some children, [if] you take it away to wash it, man he goes into—! And that old teddy 
bear, you can’t get it away.”

 I heard one young parent say, “We bought another teddy bear so he could have an alternate, you know, but 
he saw them and then he got two of them! You see, so you can’t get either one of them away! 

But my daughter-in-law got a jump on him, so before she let him have it, she cut this blanket into four equal 
pieces. So she can switch them on him. But she was telling me…she’s visiting with us in Columbia now with her 
folks, and with us, she told me the other day that she tried to switch one on him and he calls his blanket “Deedee…” 
So every night he asks, “Where’s Deedee?” And she gave him an alternate and said, “That’s not Deedee.” 

Now you say this is a joke. Listen, that’s part of the place. My Father—“I go to prepare a place for you.” You 
need to prepare a place for them. It’s not abnormal—unless. Now, to me this indicates that some other things that 
we’re going to touch in our other sessions have gone wrong when a child does this. 

I had a student at Columbia Bible College. His wife shared in class—the one that I was just referring 
to—she got his permission to share this. Just to show you that sometimes when other things are missing, how much 
this means to a child. She got permission from her husband to share this, that when they got married he told her, 
“Honey, I have a blanket.” Now this is a college student. “I have a blanket, and I don’t want you on any condition, 
ever to do anything with that blanket!” 

Now that young fellow had moved around. He had never had any place. I’ve forgotten whether his folks were 
in the army, or it was a broken home, or what. But he moved around from country to country. He had no roots. He 
had no—.  And that was the only place he had was that blanket. “Now honey, I love you, but don’t you ever tamper 
with my blanket.” I just want to tell you again, if you’re going to listen, if you’re going to be like your heavenly Father, 
you provide for this child a place. 

Now there are a couple of problems in our society. Now listen carefully. I’m not saying you can avoid these 
problems. One of them I’ll tell you you’d better avoid. One of them you cannot avoid. But they’re problems and you’ll 
recognize them. One of the problems in our society is we’re constantly—say it— moving. We’re the most mobile 
society every known on the face of the earth. We’re constantly moving. Do you know what that does? That’s exciting 
to some parents. Even moving to a new house. “Man, we’re buying a new—! Man, a $100,000 house and we just came 
out of a—.” “That’s exciting!” Not to that child. Every time you move, just when you need him to be cooperative, you 
know what he always does? He kicks up. Do you know why? You’re taking away his place. Now just be ready for it. 

Now I’ve talked to one of you who’s moved how many times in your career? Twenty-five? I tell you, if you 
follow God you’ll probably be always on the move. Missionaries often are. I know one missionary family who moved 
14 times in 14 years. I’m not telling you, “Don’t move!” I’m just telling you that when you move it means something 
to a child that it might not mean to you. But this is my concern and I think all of us ought to get away from it. Listen, 
what we do in our society, this is not a place for that child. Do you know what it is? It is a showplace. And a house in 
America has become a symbol of status, and it’s a showplace. It’s where I have my beautiful things, you see. And it’s 
a showplace and I don’t want my kids to mess it up. When I was growing up, and my best friend down the road—we 
were living in middle class, you know, urban society. My father had built a nice, beautiful home. Down the street was 
another nice, beautiful home. And my friend’s parents would never let him have a Christmas tree at Christmas. Do 
you know why? It would mess up the house. We could never, as kids, go into his house. Do you know why? It would 
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mess up the showplace. Do you know what it does to children? I’m not telling you to let your children chop up the 
place. But I’m just telling you this; it might happen [like] what happened when we moved into our first little house 
when we came to Columbia, new house. My wife had the rug cleaned. She put it down and she was so proud. And all 
of the neighborhood boys were in. It was a rainy day and they were all playing marbles. And they took the indelible 
pencil and then drew a big ring for the marbles on the rug, and there they were playing marbles. We called the rug 
cleaner and all that he could do was put something on it and he made a hole in the rug. I want to tell you, if I could do 
it over, and I’m sure my wife agrees with me, what’s a rug compared with the fact that my boys felt free to come into 
this place and bring all of the kids in? And it’ll ruin it, but I’ll tell you, you’ll give to your children a place that’s theirs. 
“I go to prepare a place for you.” Every child has a right to hear his parents say, “We have provided a place for you. 
Come in. It’s yours.” That’s parenting, a place where they can rest and be safe.


