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In our first session on parenting, “God’s Blueprint of Parenting,” we’ve taken the first necessary step. If the 
architect does not know the function of the building, there’s no way he can draw an appropriate plan. But if you tell 
him that you want a recreational room for teenagers, then he knows what to do. Now we’ve got the function of the 
parenting process. I want to say it again. If you take that—really, with any kind of understanding—that you want 
to bring these children, all of them, to the place where they’re normal physically, personally, and especially to the 
place where they’re free from living unto themselves and living unto God, whether they are preachers or priests or 
whatever, then your parenting style must produce that! 

We turn now to the long process of God’s blueprint for parenting so that every child can come out like 
that—like Samuel, who lived unto God, not unto himself. Alright, what made the difference? Turn with me back to 
1 Samuel 1-3. What made the difference between these two children? What made Samuel like he was? When you read 
[of] him, all through his life, he was that all the way—living unto God! 

God wanted him to be a prophet, so He called him to be a prophet. That’s God’s prerogative. But he was unto 
God before that! What made the difference between Samuel and these two sons of Eli? I’ll show you what made the 
difference. It’s obvious. But you may have forgotten it. Do you know where 1 Samuel comes in the Bible? Of course, 1 
Samuel comes after Ruth and after Judges. Do you understand what was happening in these days? Do you? For 350 
years, The Times of the Judges had been there. 

I will tell you two stories that you find at the end of the book of Judges which give you a taste of what was 
happening. And when you see that, you’re not surprised at what happened to these sons of Eli. The first story, both of 
them have to do with family life. The first story is about a mother and her son. The mother had 1100 pieces of silver 
in her dresser drawer. And her teenage boy took them one day—stole them. And the mother pronounced a curse on 
“whoever took my 1100 silver dollars.” And the boy some time later came back to his mother and said, “Mom, I’m 
sorry. Here are your 1100 dollars.” And do you know what his mother said? “Oh blessed be Jehovah.” And she took 
the 1100 shekels of silver and she said, “We’ll make an idol.” And she gave 200 pieces of silver to the silversmith and 
he said, “Make me an idol.” And so they made an idol. And do you know what they did? They worshipped the idol 
in their home. Do you know what their father did? He went out here and hired a priest. “Come in bud. You be our 
priest.” And you say, “Well what’s wrong with that?” It’s just gaudily contrary to everything God said about worship! 
Because every man was doing as he saw fit in the days when the judges judged. Do you blame—? You say “Samuel 
was sheltered from that. That didn’t hit him. He was sheltered. These boys got it. Do you blame them when everybody’s 
doing it?”

Oh, the second story! I can hardly repeat it. In the days when the judges judged, a man—his wife went off, 
and he went off to get her and bring her back, and so they stopped at another man’s home to stay overnight. And so 
the men of the city came out— you remember—knocked on the door and said, “Bring out the man that’s visiting 
with you…” I hesitate to give you the way it’s translated in the New International Version, because it hits you. Oh, it 
says, “…that we may know them.” You know what it means. “Come out so that we may have homosexual relations 
with him.” That’s in the land. You think you’ve got problems? And so the man said, “Don’t do that! Don’t do that! 
Here’s my daughter; here’s—. Take her.” They took his daughter and they abused her all night. Left her dead. 

That’s what it’s like here! What do you expect from children who have a culture like that? You say, “Samuel 
was sheltered. He was sheltered in the temple, so it didn’t touch him.” Yes or no? I didn’t hear you, but I want to tell 
you. Let me ask you to think with me. Is that a problem? You’d better believe it. My boys, my grandchildren are facing 
things in our culture that my boys never faced. See, drugs weren’t around. All this sex thing wasn’t around when my 
boys came up. Does that make any difference? Sure! I want to tell you, though, that’s no answer. 
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I want to tell you with deep conviction, any parenting style that cannot take children in any society—I don’t 
care what it is. Somebody was praying for those over in Russia. Do you think they have prayer in the public schools? 
I want to tell you with deep conviction, any parenting style that cannot take your children in any society—I don’t 
care what the worst—and produce men and women of God, is not adequate. You say Samuel was sheltered? No, that 
doesn’t explain Samuel. It was right in the temple. He saw it next door, even in the church. To me, that’s worse than 
seeing it out in a honky-tonk. 

Well, you say, “I can’t—! Oh, I can’t buy that! That’s not the secret of these—.” Oh, yeah, but [if] you’re a 
parent, that is a problem, I’m not dismissing it. But I just want to say it once more with deep conviction, that any 
parenting style—any theory of parenting—that cannot do what God’s talking about in any society is not adequate! 
We’ve had it too good too long, here. 

Alright, I’ll tell you what made the difference! Alright, you get close to these boys, and you get to know 
Samuel… Do you know what he’s like as a little boy? He was like one of my boys was. Three of the others, the other 
three were not. We had one that was very quiet, very sensitive. He did everything we asked him to do. He was just 
like his [dad]! I mean—!

You know, Samuel was one of those sensitive [types]. He liked to be with his mother. He liked to be inside; he 
didn’t like to go out…He just had what the psychologists may call “strong religious instinct.” He had a different kind 
of temperament. He was a good boy. Do you know what these [men] were? “They were outdoors men! They were 
real men!” Well sure, you expect—. You know, I don’t want to use that word because I’m down on it. I expect some 
people—. Does that satisfy you? 

But I want to tell you, one of my boys is like that. You know where he is now? He’s flying back Sunday 
morning to South America as a missionary. Do you think that doesn’t make any difference, your children different? 
Well, we’ve just had, during the holidays, all of them at one time or another. During the holidays we can’t take them 
all at once. We tried it last summer and it was too much. But we worked with them all. Every time we’re with them 
we can’t get over how different they are! They’re all different! 

I want to tell you, any parenting style that cannot take care of every kind of person, I don’t care whether he’s 
sensitive, temperamentally responsive or not, it is not biblical and not adequate. “If it requires a certain kind of 
temperament, then it’s out for me.” You say, “Well is it at the issue?” Sure, that’s a question, that’s a problem. Some will 
respond; they can’t wait to do what you tell them. Some of them will fight you until the end of time. We had one like 
that. But any parenting style that cannot take them all is not adequate and not biblical. That’s not the theory. 

Alright, let’s get to what you know is the difference—now watch it! This is a what? Parenting seminar? The 
real issue is the parents. Let me give you a picture. Besides Samuel, do you know who stood? All of his critical years! 
Do you know that man Elkanah? Do you know what he did? “And he went up every year…” To what? To worship 
God. Look! He worshiped God. What do you expect? 

And over here, what? Hannah. Oh, what a woman! That great chapter 2, I’m sure you’ve—. That song of 
Hannah that she prayed, almost like Mary that you’ve been considering over Christmas holidays, when she gave 
her great song:  “My heart exalteth in Jehovah.” Here’s a mother, and she worshipped God! And do you know what 
she did? And when God gave her this little boy, she was barren. And God gave her a little boy in response to her 
supplication. Do you know what she did? She said, “I’ll give him back to the Lord.” Was she living for herself? Yes or 
no? “I’m going to hold onto my children.” She gave him back to the Lord and he spent the rest of his life, from five or 
six years old until the rest of his life, given to God. Oh, what parents!

Now watch. Do you know what this is? Here’s Eli. Now I hate to raise this question. The Bible is silent on 
the mother. Now, I don’t want to draw any unfounded conclusions. I can guess, I can speculate, but I won’t. I’ll just 
say at least the Bible is silent. It’s not silent on Samuel’s mother. But those boys, I don’t know what, but the Bible’s not 
silent on the father. Do you know what it says about him? Look at chapter 2, verse 29. Talking to Eli—that whole 
paragraph. We won’t take time to read it, but a man of God came and spoke to him, and told him. He told him he 
had chosen him to be a priest and all of that. Verse 29, “Wherefore kick ye at my sacrifice and at my offerings, which 
I have commanded in my (emphasis added) habitation; and honorest thy sons above me, to make yourselves fat with 
the chiefest of all my offerings?” Look what—! Do you know what his father was doing? He was doing just what 
they did. He was living unto himself; he liked barbecued meat, too. He didn’t care a snap of his finger about these 
sacrifices. 
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Now before you jump on any of these priests, how would you like—every day—not to go into the beautiful 
situations that we go into as preachers, stand up here in a beautiful carpeted, beautiful upholstered, beautiful air 
conditioned…? How would you like to go in every day and take a lamb and kill it—bloody, dirty and all? How would 
you like to that every day, every day? I’d get tired of it. Why? It doesn’t please me. “You kick at my sacrifice to make 
yourself fat.” Like father, like son. Look:  like father, like son. He is parenting. 

If I had you in my classroom I’d stop and ask you some questions and sit here until you answered them. 
Does that satisfy you? If it does, I want to stir you! If that’s the answer, how do you explain chapter 8, verse 3? Now I 
know, again, we will have to deal with things about which the Bible does not speak; we are arguing from silence, but 
it’s still a thing. If it has not hit you, I want to stir it up before you. And I am convinced for some of you it is a serious 
problem that always comes up in the parenting process. 1 Samuel chapter 8, verse 1:  “It came to pass that when 
Samuel was old that he made his sons judges over Israel.” Verse 3:  “And his sons walked not in his ways, but turned 
aside at the money, took bribes and perverted justice.” Do you know what Samuel’s sons did? Samuel, this great man 
of God—do you know what his sons did? They didn’t make it. They blew it. 

Do you ever have any questions like that?  It’s hounded me until I finally—and I’ll say this carefully—because 
if you think I have the last answer, you’d better do some more thinking. But I have found some answers in this Book 
that have brought satisfaction to me. 

Are parents important? You’d better believe it. Let me ask you. Do you know—and we won’t establish our 
doctrine on this basis—but just to stimulate you, do you know any children that have come out of, as far as you can 
tell, good, godly parents? As far as you can tell they’re not only living for God, but they’re doing as well as they can 
everything right toward that child and he turns away from God. Do you know anything like that? I do. I don’t mean 
mine, I just—. My wife and I can’t get over praising God. I’ll share more about our boys as we go along. But that’s 
pain. Several have written books on parents and pain. Parents, well if this is it, how do you account for it? Because 
I’m convinced this is not the last word. 

Let me put it on the other side. Do you know any children who were raised in terrible family situations where 
there’s awful tension, and breakdown, and divorce, and everything’s gone wrong and they didn’t care about God, and 
God came in and picked that child up and made him a man of God. Do you know anybody like that? I have an idea 
that if I took a survey here you’d find a lot of you here like that! And I want to tell you, we praise to God, that’s me. 
My parents fought, and I’ll share with you not to be sensational, but just to try to make things real. I’ll share with you 
a little more of this as we go along. They fussed and fought and divorced and they—. Well how do you explain it? If I 
want a comprehensive framework into which I can place the whole thing, I’ve got to go further. 

Now let me say this:  Any parenting style that cannot do what God wants done in any kind of a society—even 
a communistic society—is not adequate, is not biblical. Any parenting style that does not take care of every kind of 
temperament….you know, the kind of quiet—all of them, boys and girls, all of them—is not adequate. Now I want to 
tell you this; listen to me. Any parenting style that ignores the parent’s responsibility is not biblical, but any parenting 
style that puts the whole responsibility on parents is not biblical, and it’s not adequate. It’s too much. 

Some of you young parents are struggling maybe under the awful load of what many of the books are telling 
you. “It’s up to you.” Let me say that again. Any parenting style that removes this awful responsibility from parents 
is not adequate. But any parenting style that puts all responsibility on parents is not biblical; it’s too much. It doesn’t 
answer the questions. It’s too heavy. Why, it’s not biblical. It just won’t work. I’m about to burst, the wonder in it. 

Now let’s turn, let’s go back to 1 Samuel. I’ll give you a little hint. If God didn’t say this all through Scripture, 
I’m just using this, you know, to give you a little taste, a little illustration. But this is what I see here and I see it all 
through the Bible. And it’s going to be good news! And I wouldn’t mind us shouting—after the cameras close. Do 
you know what the issue is? Let’s turn back here and see what made the difference. Chapter 2, verse 12 talks about 
the two sons of Eli. Chapter 2, verse 12, “Now the sons of Eli were base men.” That’s a heavy word in the Bible. 
Sometimes it’s translated in its etymology, “worthless men.” Now God never cuts down people. He never says they’re 
not worth anything—not in that sense. But of any value, of any worth, they’re worthless. And I’ll tell you, I don’t want 
my boys to live unto themselves even though they’re preachers. “Worthless.” 

Now here He underscores it. Read it! “The sons of Eli were base men.” There it is—what made the difference: 
“They knew not Jehovah.” Do you know what that says? They knew not God. Put it another way, lest we miss the 
biblical thrust of this. We make so light; we use those words, “Do you know the Lord?” “Do you know the Lord?” 
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“Do you—?” But I think it’s deeper than that. They did not know God. To put it another way, it means this. And I 
can’t get away from this, that the thing that made the difference is this:  It’s God!  It is not the environment. It is not 
the temperament. It is not the parents. It is God Himself. And I want to tell you that’s good news! But I’ll tell you, 
it will not take away from any of those issues I’ve already raised of your environment, and your temperament, and 
your responsibility as parents. But ultimately it is God. 

Now watch. It says about these men, here’s what it is:  God was not working in this situation. God wasn’t 
there. They did not know God. “No religion?” Sure. They went to the temple every day; they lived in the temple, but 
they did not have God working, supernaturally operating. They did not know God! God was out of the picture. I want 
to tell you, if you take God out of the picture of any parenting process do you know what you’ll have? And don’t 
be surprised if it’s even a preacher’s boy or a missionary’s girl. If you take God out, there’s nothing but living unto 
yourself. “They knew not God.” 

1 Samuel chapter 3, I want to be sure you understand verse 7. You know, about Samuel, I think I need to 
explain this so that as you’re reading this, I would suggest you read these chapters if you can again before tomorrow. 
“Now Samuel did not yet know Jehovah.” Now, wait a minute! The context demands that this is a different kind of 
knowing God. It’s not that he didn’t know God! He knew God; God was in his life. I can’t imagine any human being 
living like Samuel that didn’t know God! He knew God. What does it mean that he did not yet know God? Well, he’s 
talking about that God had never yet communicated directly to him. Has God ever spoken directly to you? Now, he’s 
talking about a direct revelation from God. I have never received a direct revelation from God! Has God spoke to 
Samuel directly? He had never heard God speak directly. That’s what that means. Did Samuel know God? We read 
those verses. As a young man he worshipped God, and he served and he ministered unto God. I’ll tell you with deep 
conviction, and I’m going to shout! Now here, watch it! The key to biblical parenting is God operating through this 
whole process. God operating supernaturally. He did not do it here, but He did do it here. 

Do you know what that means? I personally would not take anything for this in my own experience. Let 
me show you what this means. Do you remember what we want these children to become? Do you remember what 
we want them to be? Not preachers. I mean, anybody can be a preacher, you see. Do you know what we want them 
to be? We want them to get to the place where they’re no longer living unto themselves, but unto God. Do you 
think you can do that? You can’t do it for yourself. Try to do it for your child. Only God can do that. This is the only 
parenting style that is adequate for the goal to which we are moving. If you have some other goal, if you just want to 
get them out from under you, then anything goes. But if you really want your child to be like Samuel—worshipping 
God—only God can do it. 

Well, this is good news. I mean real good news. Look up here (names on blackboard). Does he ever fail? 
Does he ever fail? Does He ever fail? God never fails. Does He ever fail? Dr. Bob Smith, he used to say, if any of you 
are familiar with him, he says, “The difference between parents is not that some parents fail and some don’t. All 
parents fail. The difference is some parents fail and don’t know it.” And the awful, awful thing is a parent who fails 
and doesn’t know it. All of us fail. But praise God, there’s One who never fails. My wife and I are overwhelmed as we 
see our boys now and our grandchildren. God never fails. 

And let me close with this, listen. This is good news. Do you know what it’ll do for you? It’s good news! And 
some of you young parents need this good news because it is the only parenting style that will remove all guilt from 
the parenting process. Listen to me so that you can go through the whole parenting process. Whichever way your 
children go, there will be no guilt. I’ll show you that as we go along. And boy, some of you young parents, maybe, 
are carrying a heavy load of guilt because you’re scared to death you’re doing it wrong. Let’s take away all guilt! But 
listen, it’ll also—. You can’t get rid of the guilt unless you get rid of the glory. If He does it, if God does it, do you 
know how much glory mom and dad get? Tell me. No glory, but no guilt. There is no other parenting style that will 
do that. Do you feel like shouting? I do, because I’ve seen it. 

My second boy asked me—and I hesitate to share this—he asked me just before we left. He said, “Dad, did 
you and Mom and Dad talk about what you were doing to us?” And I said, “No.” He said, “How’d you do it?” I said, 
“With God.” And he said, “Well God must have done it for y’all so that when you teach it, you’ve already done it.” I 
can’t get over that. I’m serious! It is God. 

Now don’t close on me yet, because [in] two sessions tomorrow I want to show you how God does it, but it’s 
still God!


