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 I wonder if you understand the three-fold issue of the role. The three big questions are these:  To what 
extent are these sexual differences built in genetically? How much of that has God locked in? The second 
question is:  How much of it is culturally imposed upon you as to what it means to be feminine and be 
masculine? And the third, which is, as the anthropologist says, role proper:  What is a man’s work? What is a 
woman’s work? 

 Now, as we turn to the Scriptures, I would like to address those three questions to the Word of God. I 
would ask you again to look at our great model. It is the relationship between the three Persons:  Father, Son 
and Holy Spirit. Three Persons, but what? One God. There’s your model, absolute. And they said, “Let Us make 
man, two persons, but who are one, as they are one.” Now, that’s the blueprint. 

 I think I have seen management in the Trinity. Now, let me ask you:  Is there anything like role 
distribution within the Trinity? If you understand the anthropological concept of role, that in any family 
situation there are certain jobs that must be done. And so the man does these jobs and the woman does these 
jobs. That’s your role. Is there anything like that in the Trinity? 

 If you want a great biblical passage on this, read Ephesians chapter 1, verse 3-14. It is the longest 
sentence in the Bible. And boy, when Paul gets loose and he starts in the Spirit giving this great truth, it is 
amazing what he puts in that sentence. 

 You know what it tells you? We have one great program of redemption. Don’t misunderstand me when 
I say it this way:  There’s too much to be done for one person to do it all. And in the wisdom of the Trinity they 
have assigned different roles to different Persons. The Father chose, planned it all. Christ, the Son—do you 
know what His role was? He didn’t plan it. He did what? “In him we have redemption, even forgiveness of sin 
through his blood.” He died. The Father didn’t die; the Son died. Do you know what the Holy Spirit does?  The 
Holy Spirit, He says, “is the earnest of our inheritance.” He is the foretaste! And so He says [to] the Holy Spirit, 
“Here’s what You do: You take all that Jesus has provided and show it to those people. You go down and You 
take that great truth and make it real to them.” That’s what? Each One is doing His role. 

 The analogy is amazing! The Father does this, and the Son does this. Now this is blasphemous if I 
entertain the thought; I’m just going to say it. What would you think if the Spirit said, “I don’t want that, I 
want—” Oh no. Each One doing His role. Why? So we, as one, can do what? Provide and redeem a lost world. 
That’s role within the Trinity. 

	 Then	I’m	not	surprised	when	I	come	down	here	to	find	that	God,	who	said,	“Let	Us	make	man	in	Our	
image,” when He sets these up, there will be different roles. Does that bother you? Well, if it does, go back up 
there. If they did it, why shouldn’t we? Alright, there’s your model. 

	 Now,	let’s	turn	to	the	Scriptures	specifically	and	address	these	three	questions.	The	first	question	[is]:		
What does the Bible teach about the innate differences between men and women? How much did God intend 
men and women to be different—and locked it up in the genetics? The Scripture, to me, is not exhaustive. I 
mean, it doesn’t talk much about this, but here’s what I see:  When God created human beings He created them 
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in His own image. That has to do with His body—true or false? That does not have to do with His body; that 
has to do with His soul—the soul of a male and the soul of a female. Now, I’m going to make a statement which 
might	be	revolutionary.	I	find	no indication in all [of] Scripture that there is any difference innately in the soul of 
a man and a woman. They’re both in the image of God. You must search the Scripture and see if these things be 
so. If you can show me any indication in all [of] Scripture that the soul of a male is different than the soul of a 
female, I say there is no difference. “Yeah, but He created them male and female!” Do you know what Genesis 2 
is talking about? “And He made a male-man.” What did He make it out of? Dust! Dirt! Do you think your soul 
is made out of dirt? And so He made this body. This body is a male body! And God created, and He locked it 
up in the genes. It is male! Every cell of my body is male. That is Genesis 2! May I suggest to you, when God 
created men and women—male and female—the heart of this the Scripture says, “That is body.” And there is 
no question. And the difference between a man’s body and a woman’s body is more profound than most of us 
realize. It is not just the reproductive thing. As one said, every cell of his body is different. Your metabolism is 
different. Your heart, your lungs, your . . . . Everything is different. I say there is no distinction between this soul 
and this one. The distinctions are here. That’s revolutionary. But now, wait a minute! I’m not through yet. 

 The moment that child is conceived, there is a body. I don’t understand how or when that soul comes 
into being. That is something the Bible is absolutely silent on. No theologian has ever even touched it. But this 
I know. From the moment of conception, surely as that developmental process takes place, there is a powerful 
influence	from	this	body	on	this	soul.	You	cannot ignore that this body has an effect on this soul. This body has 
a different effect on that soul. So you can almost say there are innate psychological differences—maybe. God 
made the bodies different in every aspect. God wants that. It’s beautiful! And the body has a drastic effect on 
this soul. I see nothing else in Scripture. 

 I’m not sure I’ve answered any questions, but I am convinced the Bible says this; it’s very clear:  God 
wants people to be male and female. That is wonderful and you ought not to blur it. And it’s locked up in 
bodies. And those bodies are probably created in terms of His role for the man and the woman. And those 
bodies, perhaps, will affect the soul in ways it would be appropriate for the role. 

 Alright, let’s turn to the second question. Do you know any Scripture that says, “And you men do so 
and so, and you women do so and so”? That’s just like any culture. And God comes down and He says, “You 
women, this is what I want you to be! And you men, this is what I want you to be!” And I want to read it for 
you. Let me read it and then I’ll give you the references. He says to the men—and you young men, and you 
old men, “I want you to be strong in the Lord and in the strength of his might. Put on the whole armor of God 
that	you	may	be	able	to	stand	against	the	wiles	of	the	devil.	For	our	wrestling	is	not	against	flesh	and	blood.”	
You men have got to wrestle and you’ve got to be strong and having done all, to stand. God says, “Men, you be 
strong.” 

 Then there is another passage that says, “You women—young women especially—I want you to have 
a heart of compassion, kindness, lowliness, meekness, longsuffering, forbearing one another and forgiving 
each	other.	And	above	all	these	things	[you	women],	put	on	love.”	Do	you	know	those	verses?	The	first	one	is	
Ephesians 6:10 and following. And those verses in Ephesians—as the whole book is—is addressed to whom? 
To the saints at Ephesus. Now you tell me all together, are saints male or female? Both. The second passage is 
in Colossians, chapter 3. That is addressed to the saints at Colossae. Are the saints at Colossae male or female? 
Now wait a minute! You’ve got a revolutionary culture coming upon you. Here’s what God wants us to be. 
Is there any difference in what the Son is? Does He love? Does the Father love? Yes. What they are to be! 
They are love, love, love—both of them, all of them. Equal. Same substance. Let’s start with the women. Do 
you know what he wants these women to be? He wants them to be what? Strong! To be strong—in the Lord. 
Courageous. Men to be strong? God says, “You men, be strong. You women, be strong.” And some of the 
strongest persons I have ever known have been women. 

 You take that other passage. “I want you to put on a heart of compassion.” That’s women. That’s for 
men. A heart of compassion, tender hearted, weeping. I’ll tell you some of the great men of God that I respect—
I’m thinking of two now, two great	men	of	God—I	see	them,	boy,	they	are,	they’re	fill—,	they	are	filled	with	
the joy of the Lord! But I’ll tell you, when you begin to share what the hurts of people [are], and the fact that 
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there are two billion people on the earth who have not yet heard—nobody to tell them about Jesus Christ—
they’ll weep like a baby. 

 You know what God wants? He wants you to be tender and compassionate, and loving. “That’s for 
women!” I see nothing in the Scripture that women love better then men. I know there is something there, some 
kind of an emotional thing that perhaps is affected by the body, or perhaps by culture, but it is not the kind of 
emotion God is talking about when He talks about the love of God. He wants a man to be like Jesus. And He 
wants a woman to be like Jesus. You men, do you want to be tender, or is that sissy? Let me ask you, did Jesus 
cry? Do you like babies? “Oh, that’s sissy!” Did Jesus like children? They liked Him, too. He wants us all to be 
tender, and loving. He wants us all to be strong and courageous. He wants us all to be like Jesus Christ. 

 I see a radical difference in what God wants us to be than what our culture wants us to be. That’s what 
separation is. He says, “Don’t be conformed to this world, but be. . .” what? Transformed by the renewing of 
your whole soul, your mind, that you may know what the will of God is. 

 Now, I’m a little reluctant to go into this third question, but this is the role issue proper. What does God 
say men should do and women should do? Turn with me to 1 Corinthians, chapter 11 and I will attempt to deal 
with	one	of	the	most	difficult	passages	to	interpret.	I	will	share	with	you	what	I	think it means. I will charge you 
to search the Scriptures. Pick it up in 1 Corinthians chapter11, verse 7. “For a man indeed ought not to have his 
head veiled for as much as he, the man, is the image and [the] glory of God” (emphasis added). My friend, do 
you	see	what	he	says?	Now	I’m	going	to	suggest	to	you,	for	your	interpretation	of	this	difficult	passage,	that	
Paul is dealing with the role issue itself. With that, I can rest as a man. 

 Now what does He say about that man—that man? He says two things about Him:  That man is the 
image of God. And that man is the glory of God. He’s the glory of God! That man is! Now the critical question 
is:  What do you do with this? What does He say about the woman? But the woman is the image of man. Yes or 
no? He doesn’t say that. I think He is inferring—though I am arguing from silence, but I’m arguing from other 
Scripture—this woman is what? Is she the image of God? Yes. She is the image of God, he is the image of God; 
they’re both in the image of God. But now watch it! Now here is what He said:  The man is the glory of God, 
but the wife is the glory of the man! Those are hard words. Do you know what they mean? I’m sure not going 
to	be	dogmatic.	I	will	simply	suggest	to	you,	and	I’ll	pick	this	word	“glory”	up	and	find	it	in	other	occasions	in	
Scripture. Then we’ll come back and we will interpret it that way. With this in mind, that He’s dealing now, not 
with the essential nature of these two. This one is just as much in the image of God as this one. This [one is] as 
much the image of God as this one. But the man is the glory of God and the woman is the glory of the man. 

 Now on the surface its—. Oh! Oh! You wouldn’t say it:  “What that means is, you know people look at 
me and they say, ‘Boy, he’s great! Boy, he’s really spiritual; he’s showing the glory of God! That wife, she’s 
not so spiritual; she can’t handle spiritual, deep things. She’s just the glory of the man.’ And if it’s that, I can’t 
reconcile it to the whole teaching of Scripture.” It has nothing to do with the spiritual quality of these two. If it 
does, I have a serious problem. 

 Alright, may I suggest this? I will turn to John 17, verse 4. The Lord Jesus says this as He is praying to 
the Father. He says, “Father, I have glorified thee on the earth.” The same word. Now let me, let me paraphrase 
this. If I’m right—now, you’ll have to check my exegesis and see if my interpretation is correct. And you have 
to interpret Scripture yourself. Here’s what He says:  “Father, I have glorified thee on the earth.” Now, if I’m 
right, I can transpose that and say that Christ is the glory of God. And He goes in the next line telling us what 
He	meant:	“Having	finished	the	work	which you gave	me	to	do.”	Do	you	know	how	Jesus	Christ	glorified	His	
Father when He was on the earth? Now, I don’t want to be irreverent. Did He have a halo around? Were there 
flashes	of	light	coming	out?	What	did	it	mean	that	He	was	the	“glory	of	God”? Just what He said. “Father, You 
have given Me this work to do and I have done the work which You have given me.” Now do you see what it 
says? If that is right, what then does it mean that the man is the glory of God? This man is to do what? Have 
a halo? To be spiritual? No, every Christian— man and woman—are	supposed	to	be	spiritual,	filled	with	the	
Spirit, walking in the Spirit, fruits of the Spirit, gifts of the Spirit—all of them!  
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What does it mean that this man is to be the glory of God? If that’s right, then I am to say this. Now 
watch it! You better not put this—! If you put it in your notes, put it in light pencil so you can erase it. Do you 
know what that says? This man is to do the work of God. Now, when I say, “the work of God,” I am not talking 
about preaching; I’m talking about what God has called you as a layman. Now, if you have not caught this, 
whatever God has placed you to do—whether it’s a doctor, or a lawyer, or a construction engineer or what—if 
that’s where God has put you, you as a man, you’re doing God’s work! And I glorify God when I do what God 
wants me to do!  

Then he says, “The wife is the glory of the man.” What does that mean? Taking the same interpretation, 
then she does whose work? Say it! Don’t be afraid! The man’s work. She does his work. He does God’s work. 
“What do you mean ‘his work’”? Do you know what my work is? I need something to eat. I get up, have my 
devotions.	While	I’m	having	my	devotions	my	wife	fixes	my	breakfast.	And	so	I	run	and	I	eat	my	breakfast	and	
I’m off! And then she washes the dishes, she prepares dinner, and she washes my clothes, she—. “That’s my 
work.” I am suggesting to you that’s what this verse means. As far as role—now listen, this is revolutionary—
the Women’s Liberation Movement would shoot me between the eyes (laughter). My friends, I say this 
seriously! This is what has been thrown out completely, that the role of a wife—now don’t misunderstand me—
is not her own career, her own work. In marriage, you’ll never be one like God wants it unless her work is his 
work and his work is God’s work.  

Now, I know there are 2,500 questions. You say, “That’s not fair.” Not fair? If you say “That’s not 
fair,” you do not understand it. Let me give you another verse that uses the same idea. John 16, I think in 
verse 12—somewhere in there—the Lord Jesus says something like this, and to me this is the most beautiful 
illustration of this. It’s our model again of the Trinity. The Lord Jesus said, “And He, the Holy Spirit, when He 
is come. . .” Do you know what He will do? Boy, I just love the Holy Spirit. “He will not speak of himself.” He 
will not do His work? He will do whose work? His. “The Holy Spirit will glorify me.” He will never speak on 
His own. He will take the things of Christ and show them to you. It’s Jesus Christ who is preeminent. The Bible 
calls	us—.	And	they	were	first	called	Christians,	not	this. I’m afraid many times in American Christendom, we 
have treated the Holy Spirit like we have treated women. We have not recognized the wonderful role that God 
has given the Holy Spirit. Because He’s not out front, we’ve never appreciated Him. But I want to tell you:  The 
most beautiful illustration of this is the way the Holy Spirit never speaks of Himself, never starts work on His 
own; He simply exalts Jesus Christ. And He says, “Look at Him.” Do you know what a wife does? That is all 
my wife has done. She says, “Look at him.” She does my work, and by the grace of God I do His work. You say, 
“It’s not fair.” Now wait a minute! If you say it’s not fair, you don’t understand it. Do you think I’m doing my 
thing? If you think I am, I’ve got news for you. I hope you won’t misunderstand this, but I sure wouldn’t be here 
if God had not laid it on me. I wouldn’t be in the ministry. I didn’t choose it. I didn’t want it. I wasn’t cut out for 
it. “If I was cut out for it,” as Billy Sunday used to say, “I sure wasn’t sewed up right.” I have absolutely nothing 
in me; I can’t talk, I don’t like to talk, I don’t like people. I don’t like anything, and God laid His hand upon 
me and He said, “I want you there.” Do you think I am doing my thing? I’ll just tell you frankly, if I did what 
I wanted to do I’d leave this thing tomorrow and I’d go into construction. I’d build houses. I’d build furniture. 
I’d build something. I wouldn’t do this. I’m not doing my thing. If a man goes out and does what he wants to do 
and then expects his wife to kind of hang in there and wipe his feet, that’s for the birds. But I’m not doing my 
thing. I am the glory of God! This is not my thing. This is not her thing, either. She is just as committed to God, 
but her role that God gave her is to do my work. My role is to do His work. Now let me ask you:  Does that 
make us one? Yes or no?  

We need to do something about this issue that is hitting women. My wife has, as I’ve said in the last 
session, for 37 years, she’s done this—and I get all the credit. And I have tried recently, and I want to do more: 
Every time I get a note from some student telling how much she appreciates what I’ve done, I try to give it to 
her. And she sees what God is going through us. Does that make for oneness? That’s God’s beautiful plan for 
role. Generally, the role of a wife is to do the work of a husband, and the role of the husband is to do the work of 
God. And together they’ll be one. Now, that, to me, is the great teaching of this passage. 

 Instead of, “You go, honey, and cut the grass and I’ll cut the wheat.” Oh, no. Do you know what we do? 
We’re cutting together in the hand of God. There are many things in your circumstance, in your industrialized 
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society, where that is just not practiced. But I charge you:  You’d better work on it. You better consider even—. 
And I’ve heard men who will consider a promotion or a different job in terms of whether or not he can be with 
his	wife,	or	with	his	family.	Family,	wife	must	come	first.	That’s	your	second	law	of	relationship.	It	is	the role 
issue. And everything God says, rather than polarizing and pulling us apart, brings us together that we may be 
what? One, as they are. Shall we pray together now? 

 Father, you have not called me to lord it over these, Your disciples. I don’t want to. We stand together. 
You are my Shepherd and You are their Shepherd. You are my Lord, and You are their Lord. So together we 
want to understand Your ways, that we may walk in them. They’re so beautiful, so right, so good for us, so 
honoring	to	You.	So	Father,	we	just	ask	in	this	difficult	issue	that	is	facing	us,	“Teach	us	Your	ways.” And then 
give us Your Spirit and Your grace and power to walk in them. Then others will show that we are Your disciples 
because we love one another, and we are one. Bless this truth and where there are questions, continue to give 
light, we pray. In Jesus’ name, Amen.


