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Session Seven (b) – God’s Second Relationship Rule:  
The Roles of the Husband & Wife (part 2)

Review:

I wonder if you understand the three-fold issue of the role. The three big questions are these: 

    To what extent are these sexual differences built in genetically? How much of that has God locked in? 

    How much of it is culturally imposed upon you as to what it means to be feminine and to be masculine? 
  

    The third, which is, as the anthropologist says, ‘role proper’.  What is man’s work? What is woman’s work?
 

Biblical Approach:

Go back to the model.  Is there anything like role in the Trinity?

Look at Ephesians 1:3-17.  The Father PLANS, the Son ACCOMPLISHES, and the Spirit APPLIES.  
Is this something life role?

To what extent are these sexual differences built in genetically? How much of that has God locked in? 

Answer: “I find no indication in all of Scripture that there is any difference innately in the soul of a man and a 
woman. They are both in the image of God…(the difference is locked up in the unique male and female body)
 
It is very clear.  

  God wants people to be male and female. That is wonderful and you ought not to blur it. 

  And it’s locked up in bodies; 

  And those bodies are probably created in terms of His role for man and the woman. 

  And those bodies perhaps will affect the soul in ways it would be appropriate for the role.”

How much of it is culturally imposed upon you as to what it means to be feminine and to be masculine? 

Answer: God’s definitions are counter-cultural.  He wants us all to be tender and loving. He wants us all to be 
strong and courageous. He wants us all to be like Jesus Christ.
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The third, which is, as the anthropologist says, ‘role proper’.  What is man’s work? What is woman’s work?

Answer: Each member of the Trinity has work that gives glory to another.  The same is true in marriage.  
1 Corinthians 11:7 (ASV) – 7 For a man indeed ought not to have his head veiled, forasmuch as he is the image and 
glory of God: but the woman is the glory of the man. 

John 17:1-4 (ASV) – 1 These things spake Jesus; and lifting up his eyes to heaven, he said, Father, the hour is come; 
glorify thy Son, that the son may glorify thee: 2 even as thou gavest him authority over all flesh, that to all whom 
thou hast given him, he should give eternal life. 3 And this is life eternal, that they should know thee the only true 
God, and him whom thou didst send, even Jesus Christ. 4 I glorified thee on the earth, having accomplished the 
work which thou hast given me to do. 

John 16:13 (ASV) – 13 Howbeit when he, the Spirit of truth, is come, he shall guide you into all the truth: for he shall 
not speak from himself; but what things soever he shall hear, these shall he speak: and he shall declare unto you the 
things that are to come. 

Mr. Hatch says, “Generally, the role of a wife is to do the work of a husband and the role of the husband is to do 
the work of God. And together they’ll be one.”
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