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SeSSIon FoUr 
Choosing a Marriage Partner

God is the architect of a family and He has drawn a plan—a blueprint. And He has made it known to us. 
And He said, “I’ll build it for you if you give Me half a chance.” It flows out of His very nature. Say it with me 
in your heart once more: “It is God’s plan for two people, male and female, husband and wife, to be . . .” Say 
it with me. To be what? “One as They are one.” That’s the goal that is set before you. You’ll never reach it, but 
God is continually building toward that goal. Sometimes, as I look at myself I wonder if I’ve even taken any 
steps. But I commit myself constantly to this:  that God will do something new for me in making me more one 
with my wife. That’s the blueprint.

Now we are in the process, the detailed specifications, of how God builds that wonderful relationship 
and this is what we’ve touched thus far. How does He build? Where does marriage begin? Marriage begins . . . 
say it with me.  Marriage begins where? At birth. Not at the altar, not in the dating process. He starts with that 
little boy, or that little girl at birth. He begins doing something—watch it—through the parents. And God wants 
to work in these parents to make them what they ought to be so it will have a natural effect on making that child 
the kind of person he ought to be, what he ought to have.

He ought to have some understanding of what he is. He’s not a lump of clay. He’s not a plaything. He’s • 
not a brat. He is a little god, created in the very image of God. Very important. 
He needs to understand what it means to be a man or a woman. That’s great! Either one. One is not • 
better than the other. They’re both wonderful. 
He needs to understand and begin to learn how to relate to other people. • 
He needs to understand what the sex thing is. It’s good and holy and wonderful in God’s plan. • 
He needs to understand wh• at marriage and family is all about. 

Answer this question for me:  Here’s a young boy, a young girl and he comes out of a wonderful family like 
that, then he gets married. He won’t have any problems, will he (laughter)? I’m not prepared to say he’ll have 
no problems, but I am prepared to say he will have many less problems. Blessed is the child who has even a 
little taste of those things! That’s the first step, I say, as God begins to build a marriage that’s what He wants.

 Alright, let’s take the next step. I want to quote to you from two authorities in marriage and family life. 
They’re not Christians, though I suspect sometimes that the second one I’m going to quote was a Christian. He’s 
written some of the standard works in marriage and family life. I was in a seminar with him some years ago and 
sometimes I sensed he was a believer, though he didn’t bring it out. They deal with the second thing God deals 
with. Listen to them:  “The best way to insure good relationships in any marriage…” He says, “the best way.” 
I’m not sure I agree with him—“the best way.” The first way is to be sure he is a good person. Then I will say, 
“The second way to insure good relationships in any marriage is to improve—listen—to improve the choice of 
marriage mates in the first place.”  

“What can be done to ameliorate marriage difficulties after marriage is limited. What can be done to 
avoid marriage difficulties beforehand by wise selection of marriage partners is infinite.” Did you hear him? 
“Wise selection of marriage partners.” 

The other one says, “In a society where so many marriages fail, marriage counselors often feel they see 
troubled couples too late. If they had never married in the first place, much grief would have been spared. If 
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they had been better matched, they would have experienced a richer life. The marriage die is largely cast in the 
process of mate-selection.” 

Here’s a young person—boy or girl—a wonderful, wonderful person! He’s had some great 
surroundings—heritage perhaps he doesn’t appreciate. The next thing that is essential, if he’s going to have a 
marriage like God wants, is to make a wise choice of a marriage partner.   

 
Now to you who are married, this is not for you. You have already chosen. Now wait a minute! Just 

because you may be having difficulty, don’t you say, “We made—.” Wait a minute! That is not an option. I’ll 
get to you later. You’re having problems, yes. That’s not unusual. And you can make the right choice and still be 
loaded with problems. That’s alright. I’ve got some answers there, too. 

I’m talking to you primarily who are single, who are young people. Listen to me. You’d better be dealing 
with yourself as a person. And if you know who are, if you know what those problems—. Get with somebody 
and get God to deal with those personal problems. Marriage will not answer your personal problems. Marriage 
is not a reformatory. It is not an answer to anything. If marriage is the answer, as somebody said, “What is the 
question?” And young people are all tied up with themselves. They don’t know who they are.  Some little girl 
comes along and they get married, hoping to settle some of this. It’s not that. But I’m concerned with you young 
people who have not married that you understand clearly how to make a wise choice of your marriage partner. I 
am talking to you who are married, that you may train your children in how to find wisely a partner. If there is a 
need in our society it is right here:  that somehow we get across to them how to make wise choices.

 Here’s what’s happening in America. Listen carefully (removes two halves of mismatched tools). This 
young fellow comes along and boy he’s, he’s ready and he’s great! And then here comes this little girl and she’s 
so cute. They look at [each other] and she looks at him and [says,] “Oh, he’s so strong and handsome. Isn’t 
he shiny and bright?” And “She’s so short and cute. I always love short people.” And so they fall in love and 
you say, “They can’t get married.” Sure they can. “They can’t fall—.” Sure they can. You say, “It won’t fit.” 
Oh yeah. That’s a beautiful fit. It will go right in there and they can have sex, and they—.” Isn’t that beautiful 
(laughter as he tries to join two halves)? If it were not so sad and tragic, we could spend the rest of the hour 
laughing. You made the wrong choice and you expect them to be one? It will never work. Even if you are a 
good person and everything is going fine, if you do not make a wise choice, then you cannot—. There’s where 
you are going to blow it. The mood of America is, “Anybody! You can marry anybody—as long as you love 
them—and make it.” That’s the reason one out of two are divorcing. I’m not saying that’s the only cause. It’s 
one of the big causes of divorce and breakdown and tension and agony in marriage relationships. Why did they 
ever get together? Well you say, “Well, we love—! But look!” Alright, here is what we are dealing with:  how to 
make the right, wise choice of a marriage partner.

 Now let me talk to you for a moment about how we do it in America. Listen! If you never have gone 
outside of your own society, you are not aware of this. But may I simply tell you that every society, every 
nation, every culture—they all have some way. And they will not leave it up to the young people. The society 
will say, “Now when you come of age and you have to pick a partner, this is the way to do it.” America has a 
way of getting a marriage partner. We have a very strange way to do it! Some of you young people have grown 
up in it. And it is all you’ve ever seen. You don’t realize it’s strange—and especially strange because you don’t 
know it’s strange. It’s very strange and it’s very new. If you’d go back 50, 75 years!  If I told you how the 
generation before mine did it, you young people would throw up your hands in utter—. You wouldn’t believe it. 
Most of you young married couples, you’ve never known anything else. You think that’s the only way. The way 
we do it in America is unique on the face of the earth. Nobody else does it this way.

 It’s quite an education to have these international students come, and especially in my course in marriage 
and family life. I have students from Europe, from Africa, from India. And boy, it is a shock to these American 
students. I ask them to come up and tell us, “When you landed in this country, what did you think of the way we 
pick marriage partners?” I’ll have to pull it out of them because they are very polite and they don’t want to say 
anything against the nation, the society in which they are visiting. And they say, “Oh, it is so strange.” Some of 
them were deeply hurt. Some of them were just thrown askew; they didn’t know what was happening. They say, 
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“These crazy . . . .” These Africans, they said, “Man, that is—! We’d never dream of doing anything like that! 
These Orientals, these people from India, “Boy,” they said, “that’s unheard of, to take—.”

 I wish you could have been there, not just for a little anthropological study, but to get sophisticated and 
get the cultural blinders off. Do you know what you call it in America? And the moment I mention it, it is almost 
going to sound—especially to the young people—like, what do you call it? “Motherhood and apple pie, and you 
better not tamper with it.” It is what we call dating. Do you realize that this whole process—? Do you know what 
dating is? Oh sure! “It is like motherhood and apple pie, and baseball.” Now I’m not down on baseball, but my 
young friend, I am down on dating. I want you to understand it. I am not down on it because I’m an old fogey. 
I’m down on it because I see what it is doing to young people in their selection of marriage partners in which . . . 
brings them together and they can’t make it, and then they get a divorce, and it rips them, and it rips their children. 
It hurts and I’m down on it because it doesn’t work. Look! Do you know what dating is? When you take a young 
man and a young woman at the point when their sexual urges have just become alive and nobody has ever told 
them what it means, you turn them loose. This is institutionalized. This is part of the culture. You’ve got to do it. 

When I came along I was too bashful to date. I couldn’t get up the nerve enough to ask a girl to a date. 
How can you ever get married if you don’t date? But you’ve got to. And you start even in kindergarten. And 
you parents, leave it alone! Don’t squeeze your [child], in first grade, push them:  “Got a date! Got a date!” You 
know what dating is? Then you turn them loose with a strong sexual urge. They don’t know what it is and the 
whole complex is they’ve got to be alone. Never have a chaperone. Nobody with them. 

Now if I told you young people, “Do you take your mother with you out when you go out on a date?” 
“Ah, ha, ha! Take your mother with me? What do you think this is? How crazy can you get? You don’t date with 
your mama along!”

 The first date I ever had with my wife, she delights to tell this. I never could get up nerve enough to 
ask anybody. I saw that little ole black-headed girl on the side of the road (laughter). I did! We were going to a 
retreat up here in the mountains, driving from Charlotte up to somewhere up in the mountains. And we stopped; 
a bunch of cars, you know, stopped along the highway to get something to drink. And so we were walking up 
and down the highway and I saw this little black-headed girl. I’d never seen her before. I asked, “Who is she?” 
Somebody told me. Well, I couldn’t get up nerve enough to ask her for a date. “How’d you ever get married?”

 So they were planning some meetings, these young people’s group for—. My brother was going to 
preach. And so every night they asked two of the young people to give testimonies, and so they asked me, and 
they happened to ask this little black-headed girl if we would give our testimonies the same night. And so I 
asked her if I could take her to the meeting. She was delighted; this young college student was going to take her 
to the meeting. When I came by I had my whole family with me (laughter).

 That’s the reason you’re laughing! That’s the American institution. You’ve grown up in it. You think that 
is the only way to do it. You think that’s the best way to do it. You take these young people at the height of their 
sexual urges and you put them alone, out there by themselves. And you give them absolutely no instructions, no 
safeguards, no nothing. And the whole pressure is there must be some kind of physical contact. Do you know 
what you are asking for? Now, watch it:  In this context they’re supposed to find a partner. This is strange. It is 
new. It is unique on the face of the earth. Now I want us to examine this as an anthropologist would examine a 
cultural complex which tells its young people how to find a marriage partner.

 There are two big questions that you must ask about any system of mate selection. And when you ask 
these two questions you will get some understanding as to how it functions. Two questions. Number one, in the 
system the first question you want to ask is this:  “Who is going to make the final decision about a marriage 
partner?” Now let me stop with that question. Now the moment—you say, “This is worse than apple pie”—
and the moment I begin to even raise a question about this in America I get shot right out of town. Now you 
know I’m joking. But you’ve got a cultural conflict. Because the first question:  Who’s going to decide who 
you marry? “Oh man, who else? I, myself and me. Alone. I’m going to decide, how else? Man, that is utterly 
ridiculous! Somebody else tell me who to marry?”
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 I’ll never forget a great couple who was in my Marriage and Family Life [course] a couple of years ago 
from India. I mean, he wasn’t just a young convert; he was a great man of God. He came out and he started 
to—. You know who decides over there? Anybody familiar with the Indian culture? The parents decide. You 
young people in America say, “You mean your daddy is going to decide?” Yeah. I’ve had statements from young 
people in these other cultures and they say, “We’re glad for that. We don’t know how to do this. We’re not wise. 
We don’t have to compete with other girls.” How would this sit in American culture? You go home and tell 
your typical young person in America, “We’ll decide who you are going to marry.” You know who decides in 
America? “It is not the real thing unless I decide myself. It’s not romantic unless I decide. I’m going to decide 
who I marry.” You know the results? You know how often they miss it? In America it is an extreme; no other 
culture is as extreme as this. That the young people make it and we give them absolutely no instruction. You 
dump it in their lap. Our culture says to these young people, “You make it, but you make the wrong one, we’ll 
slap you. But we’re not going to tell you how to do it. You make it.”

 The second question—and this is the biggie:  On what basis is the decision made, regardless of who 
makes it? Alright, here again America is absolutely unique. And boy, I am really tampering with apple pie. Do 
you know on what basis you make the decision in America? It is the only society on the face of the earth that 
makes its decision on one little flimsy issue which nobody can define. Nobody can tell me, not only what it is, 
but how much of it you ought to have—and that is love. All you have to do is be in love and that’ll make it. 
And Christian young people breathing the American culture come and talk to me when they are wrestling with 
this issue of who they should marry. They still talk to me about this. And then I ask them, “What do you mean 
by ‘love’?” And they can’t tell me. And so they ask me, “How do you tell? How do you know if you really 
love this person? I think I love him.” The implication is, “If you really knew that you loved him then he’s the 
one you ought to marry. You don’t expect me to marry somebody I don’t—.”  Do you know what they do even 
in Sweden? Africa?  Do you know what they base their decisions on? They never talk about love. Oh, you 
say “How crass!” They get along. They have better marriages than you do. They last longer. They don’t know 
anything about this thing we call “love.” You know what they talk about? They talk about such unromantic 
things as “What clan are you from? Who is your granddaddy? What can you do? Can you cook?  How much 
money do you have?”  

“Oh man, I don’t want to be no mercenary. I don’t want to marry for money. I want to marry for love.” 
We’ve never told them what it is, but sometime love will hit you. And many of them think when the sexual 
urge first comes up and it’s warm and all of the sudden, “I feel attracted to that beautiful little girl. That must be 
what they’re talking about; that must be love.” Or then the worst of all is a young person who comes in and he 
has never found anybody who will accept him as he is. Then he finds this beautiful little girl who will take him 
as he is and says, “I think you are great with all of your weaknesses.” And you know what happens? Man, I’ll 
tell you! If you’ve never experienced it, I have. And when somebody comes and does that to me I have a warm, 
great overwhelming feeling. I will die for that person. And that young person thinks that’s love. I’ve heard some 
of the weirdest things and you know the answer they always give you: “But we love each other.” And you know 
how long it lasts? And then it won’t be long:  “Where has the love gone?” And, “You don’t expect me, having 
been married, you don’t expect me to live with somebody I don’t love, do you?” “Of course not; get a divorce. 
That’s the way we do it.”

 Oh, I’m so glad I’ve got some answers. Oh, man. I’m really with the young people. If I didn’t have 
something better than American culture in mate selection I would go with the young people and say, “Then 
don’t bother getting married. Skip the whole thing.” But I have found something that is better than that. So 
much better, it is out of this world!

 And I want to turn you to the Scriptures and see God’s method of finding a partner. And I will ask the 
same two questions about mate selection that I asked before:  

Who’s going to do it? •  
 On what basis will it be done?  • 
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Let’s turn to Genesis 24, which is one of the great examples of mate selection in the Scriptures. And we 
will see how it is done in the Bible. Then we will go and do likewise. “And Abraham was old, and well-stricken 
in age: and Jehovah had blessed Abraham in all things. And Abraham said unto his servant, the elder of his 
house, that ruled over all that he had, ‘Put, I pray thee, thy hand under my thigh:  and I will make thee swear by 
Jehovah, the God of heaven and the God of earth, that thou wilt not take a wife for my son of the daughters of 
the Canaanites, among whom I dwell:  but thou shalt go unto my country, and to my kindred, and take a wife for 
my son Isaac.’” Now here is what he says to him:  “I’m too old to go back into the old country. Will you go for 
me? And I want you to pick a girl for Isaac.” Now answer the question for me. Who picked the wife for Isaac? 
Did Isaac? Do you realize he never saw his wife until his wedding day? All through the Old Testament and even 
into the New Testament, the parents did. Go thou and do likewise.

 That’s the way Mittie and I have done with our four boys. I never will forget when Jim, our oldest 
son—he was a junior at Columbia Bible College and close to the close of the school year—and I called him in 
one day and I said, “Jim, it’s about time you think about marriage.” “Yes, sir.” I said, “Jim, you were born down 
in Mississippi. And so as soon as school is out I’m going back down to Mississippi and I’m going to pick a wife 
for you.” And he said, “Yes, Dad. I’ll be waiting.” So I went down to Kosciusko, Mississippi and I picked one 
and brought her back and Jim said, “Thank you, Dad.” And they were married and lived happily ever after. You 
think I’m joking? Do you think I’m joking? You hope I am! Yes, I am joking. But now listen carefully. It seems 
on the surface that the pattern is the parents, you see.

 Now let’s go back to Genesis 24. I have misread that. I have been guilty of gross neglect in careful 
exegesis. I have tampered with Scripture because that is not what the Scripture says. Let’s read a couple more 
verses. “Jehovah, the God of heaven, who took me from my father’s house, and from the land of my nativity, 
who spake unto me and who sware unto me, saying ‘Unto thy seed will I give this land. . . ’ Listen:  He 
(Jehovah), He will send His angel before thee, and thou shalt take a wife for my son from thence.” Who’s going 
to make this decision? Do you think Abraham made it? Oh, no. Do you think his servant made it? Oh, no. Let 
me ask you this:  Do you think Isaac made it? Oh, no. Do you know who made it? Don’t say it piously. I’m 
afraid I hear a lot of people talking piously, this talk, and then they go on something else. Watch this servant as 
he kneels down and he begins to pray, “O, Jehovah, the God of my master Abraham, send me, I pray Thee, good 
speed this day, and show kindness unto my master Abraham. Behold, I am standing by the fountain of water; 
and the daughters of the men of the city are coming out to draw water; and let it come to pass, that the damsel to 
whom I shall say, ‘Let down thy pitcher, I pray thee, that I may drink;’ and she shall say, ‘Drink, and I will give 
thy camels drink also;’ let the same be she. . . (listen) that (what does it say?) . . . thou hast appointed for my 
servant Isaac.’” Do you know who chose that wonderful, beautiful girl for Isaac? Isaac? No. Do you know who 
made it? Say it. God made it. I’m not talking about some little pious religious cover-up for doing what I want. 
I’m talking about this. Look! Here is a young man and here is a young woman. I’ve got to pick a person—not 
that I’m sexually attracted to. Everybody is built so you can be almost sexually attracted to anybody of the 
opposite sex. I’ve got to find somebody—not that I can fall in love with. You can fall in love with almost 
anybody who comes by that can touch you at the right point or stroke you right. I’ve got to pick somebody that I 
can be what with? Say it. One! One! You mean I’ve got to pick somebody that I can be one with all the way?

 Let me ask you young people. How many of you are smart enough to do that? You parents, how many of 
you would like that responsibility? Do you want to choose for your child? Who is wise enough to do that? I’ll 
tell you, the only one I know is the living God. And He loves you. He’s not trying to take away anything. He is 
trying to keep you from blowing it. And He simply says, “I’ll make a choice for you.”

 I wouldn’t take anything for what God did for me. When I came up to this time when I had to make a 
choice, I couldn’t date:  I couldn’t talk; I couldn’t relate to girls; I couldn’t do anything; I had hang-ups about 
sex; I was a wreck. And then you tell me, “You’ve got to pick somebody that’ll—.” I just want to praise God that 
my loving heavenly Father knew what a miserable wreck I was. How foolish I was. I’d have picked . . . and God 
said, “Buck, you can’t handle it.” And I said, “Yes Lord, I know it.” And God said, “I’ll do it.” And He did it.

 That little girl has stayed with me for 37 years. And I’m not just trying to be sensational, but to live with 
somebody like me that was such a wreck. I want to tell you, she lived through that honeymoon, and those early 
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years of adjustment. And all of my battles and depressions and ups and downs and she stood with me—and 
family falling apart all around us. She had to take them in and she is still standing with me. You think I could? 
Anybody would say one good word about me I would grab them and hold on for dear life. I’d have married 
anybody. And God said, “I’ll pick for you.” And after 37 years I think I’m beginning to appreciate the wonderful 
choice God has made for me.

 Young people, I wouldn’t take anything for it. Who makes the choice? God does. When God does it 
His way it’ll work in any culture. Don’t give it lip service. You give yourself totally—you young people—total 
commitment to Him. “Lord, I am going to marry the one you want and if he’s not Your choice I am not going to 
marry.” Then you’re on safe ground.

 Now let’s quickly—in a few moments—I want to share with you:  How does He do it? And it’s an 
amazing thing. I’ll tell you how God does it. God picks a person up and hits him over the head and says, “Here 
is the one I want you to marry.” True or false? My friend, He never does it that way. You know what He does? 
In all Scripture He has given me only one, maybe two directives. He lovingly comes and He simply says, “I’ll 
give you this by revelation.” If you are a Christian don’t you ever dare think of marrying a non-Christian (2 Cor. 
6:14ff). “If you ever get involved with it you know it is not My plan.” Be not unequally yoked with unbelievers 
because thou canst not have sex with unbelievers. True or false? You can have sex with anybody. Be not 
unequally yoked with unbelievers because you cannot fall in love with an unbeliever. Don’t you believe it! You 
can fall in love perhaps quicker with an unbeliever than sometimes with a believer. Be not unequally yoked with 
unbelievers, for what concord, what fellowship—? Give me the word. What? Oneness. What oneness can you 
have with one who is not a believer? He knows you’ll never make it if you’re a Christian, if you marry one who 
is not a Christian. Then He comes and this is what He says. And oh, I just love my heavenly Father for the way 
He does it. Here is the way: He comes and He says, “I will not violate your person.” God’s made us in His own 
image and says, “I am not going to do it for you.” You’re going to make your own decision, and I expect you to 
decide on a normal basis.”

 Just like you, you young men, you young fellows. When you buy a car, how do you decide what car you 
are going to buy? The color of paint on the body? I know my wife is not a mechanic, and I’m not either, but she 
saw a car the other day and she said, “I think that car looks good.” I mean, I didn’t say anything, but I want to 
know what’s happening to the motor. How many miles are on the motor, does it even have a motor? “Well that 
doesn’t matter as long as it looks good.” God says, “Look, you’re going to have to make the decision.” You 
ought to check significant things such as:  How do you fit each other? Not whether you love each other. How do 
you get along as people? Do you compliment each other? Do you suit each other? Do you jive? Do you click? 
Do you communicate? How do you get along? That is where your divorces are coming. Then check what other 
people say. Check your parents. What are your interests? What are your goals in life? And then last—but least—
do you love each other? And God says, “Now you check this, and this, and this, and when all the lights are 
green you make your decision and I will direct your steps.” And I’ve seen Him do it. And if that is the wrong 
one, He’ll turn you aside. If it is, He will direct your steps. And I know, and I can be absolutely sure I have 
God’s choice.

 I saw God do it for each of my five wives:  Mittie, Jan, Alice, Julie and Judy. I saw God guide each 
one of them just that way. My first wife is mine. My wife says that I told her when we were courting that I 
was so sure God was leading us together, that I would marry her even if I didn’t love her. I was such a wreck 
emotionally I couldn’t find those warm feelings America calls “love.” But I knew God was leading us together. 
My second wife is my son’s wife. And I’ll never forget; Jim came and said, “Dad, I believe God is leading Jan 
and me to get married and I’m going to ask her.” Great! Sometime later Al came and said, “Dad, I think God 
is leading Alice and me to get married.” Great! Nat had a little more problem. And he was dating a girl and it 
was back and forth and finally he said, “Dad, I believe God settled it and He wants us to get married. Will you 
perform the ceremony?” Then David, the last one, the little girl next door. They started dating when they were 
in the seventh grade. They all dated. God can do this in the dating game, if you’ll let Him. He can do it in a 
system where the parents make the choice if they’ll let Him. He’ll do it in any culture. Judy has told me time 
and time again, “I don‘t know anything as clearly as I know that God has given David to me.” 
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God has led. You’ll never miss. Only God can do it. How wonderful He does it. He will not violate your 
person. He made you in His image and expects you to make decisions, but He guarantees you, if you want His 
choice, He will guide you as you make it, so you will never make a mistake. And I wouldn’t give anything for 
that. I’ve seen it in my own family, myself and my four boys. And I’ve seen it in so many students at Columbia 
Bible College. I can give it to any young people with absolute confidence, if they’ll turn it all over to God, God 
will guide them to the best possible choice. And it’ll be the one God has given. Say it with me as we close, 
“Those whom God hath joined together, let not man put asunder.”
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