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Lesson 21
The Woman, the Dragon, War in Heaven and Earth: Chapter 12

STUDY GUIDE

1. In chapters 12 and 13, we see the characteristics and activities of several characters who are involved in the 
great conflict between God and Satan. Chapter 12 introduces the first of these characters and describes three 
specific encounters in which these characters are involved. Read through chapter 12 to get a general picture of 
its content.

2. Now study 12:1-4 for a description of the first two characters. List all the descriptions that are given of the first 
character (vs. 1-2). Who is she? Does Gen. 37:9-11 throw any light on this? Now list the description given of 
the second character. Who is he?  (See vs. 9)

3. The first battle is described in vs. 4b-6.  What is this battle fought about?  Who is the child? What is the 
outcome of the battle? What happens to the child? To the woman?  Has this battle already taken place or it is 
yet to come?

4. The second battle is described in vs. 7-12.  Where does this one take place?  Who is involved in it? Read Job 
1:6-12 in this connection. How does this battle come out? What happens to the loser? Has this battle taken 
place or is it for the future?

5. The third battle is described in vs. 13-17. Who is involved in this one? What provokes this conflict? (vs. 12-
13a) What happens to the woman in vs. 14? What do you find here that is familiar from the studies of Daniel? 
How does this compare with vs. 6? Notice what happens in vs. 15-16. Who else is brought into the conflict in 
vs. 17? To what do you think this battle refers?

6. Read through this chapter again and then see if you can recount the significant details of these three battles.

Notes

In Chapters 12 & 13, we see the characteristics and activities of several characters who are involved in the great 
conflict between God and Satan. Chapter 12 introduces the first of these characters and describes three specific 
encounters in which these characters are involved.

First character: Woman — We must discern that she is Israel, the chosen people of God clothed with the sun. She 
stands on the Old Testament revelation of the moon under reflected light and the New Testament revelation of 
her feet, shining strength; on her head a crown of twelve stars-twelve tribes of Israel (see Gen. 37:9—11); she is in 
labor.

Second character: Red dragon (Satan) v. 9

•	 seven heads (as a possibility, in Daniel there were seven heads: lion, bear, leopard with four, 4th beast)
•	 ten horns - (beast of Daniel had ten horns)
•	 on his heads are seven diadems - (indicating that each has a kingdom) 
•	 the tail of the beast swept one-third of the stars from heaven and waited before the woman to devour the child.
 

We now note the war of the centuries between God and Satan as we see three battles in this chapter.
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The first battle  Rev. l2:4b-6

The dragon is waiting to devour the child, which is a son who is to rule the nations with a rod of iron. Her child 
is caught up to God and to His throne. The woman flees into the wilderness for 1,260 days where she is protected 
from the beast. We conclude by what has been said that the male child is Jesus. Satan has lost this battle. 

The devil was determined to destroy Jesus at His birth. He used Herod, but didn’t get Him. God caught Him up 
unto His throne (after His resurrection). 

The Second battle  Rev. 12:7-12

We see a war in heaven with Satan taking on Michael and the angels. (Read Job 1:6-12).  Satan and his angels are 
defeated and thrown to earth whereupon there is rejoicing in heaven, “Now the salvation, and the power, and the 
kingdom of our God and the authority of His Christ have come, for the accuser of our brethren has been thrown 
down, who accuses them before our God day and night.” 

Satan is excluded from access to heaven and cast down to earth. They issued a warning to those on earth, “Woe 
to the earth and the sea; because the devil has come down to you, having great wrath, knowing that he has only a 
short time.” This battle seems to be in progress, but has in part, occurred.

The third battle  Rev. 12:13-17

Satan seems to get more and more angry as the time grows shorter. He pours out his wrath on Israel. He begins to 
persecute the woman (Israel) for giving birth to the male child (Jesus). The woman is protected for a time, times, 
and half a time. In verse 17, we see what seems to be Satan’s persecution of Christians also, “And the dragon was 
enraged with the woman, and went off to make war with the rest of her offspring, who keep the commandments of 
God and hold to the testimony of Jesus.” This seems to be directly associated to the great tribulation.
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