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COURSE NOTES

Daniel and Revelation
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Lesson 16
Revelation

CHAPTER TITLES

Chapter 1 .......................................Prologue and Setting 

Chapters 2 & 3 ..............................Letters to the Seven Churches 

Chapter 4 ....................................... John Called Up to Heaven

Chapter 5 .......................................The Seven Seals (The Lamb is the only one worthy to open it)

Chapter 6 .......................................The First Six Seals

Chapter 7 .......................................Sealing the servants of God (144,000 - great multitude)

Chapter 8 .......................................The Seventh Seal and the First Four Trumpets 

Chapter 9 .......................................The Fifth and Sixth Trumpets

Chapter 10 .....................................The Angel with the Little Book

Chapter 11 .....................................The Temple, Two Witnesses and Seventh Trumpet 

Chapter 12 .....................................The Woman, the Dragon, War in Heaven and Earth

Chapter 13 .....................................The Great Triad of Evil: Dragon, Beast and False Prophet 

Chapter 14 .....................................Seven Visions of the End Time

Chapter 15 .....................................Preparation of the Bowls of Wrath

Chapter 16 .....................................Armageddon and Seven bowls of wrath

Chapter 17 .....................................The Judgment of the Harlot

Chapter 18 .....................................Fall of Babylon

Chapter 19 .....................................Christ’s Glorious Advent

Chapter 20 .....................................The 1000 Years, Appearing of Christ, Defeat of Satan 

Chapter 21 .....................................The New Heaven and New Earth.

Chapter 22 .....................................The Final Message
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Background, Purpose and Plan of Revelation
STUDY GUIDE

1. Historical background:  Read the introduction to the book (1:1-8) for any light you may get on the general 
matter of background. The following verses help to see conditions that prevailed at the time of writing: 1:9, 
2:9-10, 3:10. Which of the four kingdoms of Daniel was in power at the time? What prominent events of early 
church history were happening? Can you compare and contrast the crisis of this book with that of Daniel?

2. Read 1:1-8 again and list all you can find about the author. Read John 20: 30-31 and 1 John 1:1-4. Do you see 
anything in common between these three books? (See 1:1-3)

3. Purpose of Book: There have been various ideas as to the purpose or theme of Revelation. These are so 
divergent that the various views have been formulated into “systems of interpretation.” We should be familiar 
with four main approaches to the book. For this, read Angus-Green’s Bible Handbook, p. 762-64 or any other 
commentary or dictionary that gives this. Be sure you get the main thrust of each approach. 

4. Plan of the Book: Some see a two or three-fold outline as indicated in 1:19. What would the two large parts be 
in this outline (in 1:19)? Do you see any difference between Chapters 1-3 (take 2:1-2 as example) and Chapters 
4-6 (take 6:1-2 as example), that might confirm a two-fold outline?

5. The basic plan of book does not seem to be logical but another type of plan. Compare 1:12, 4:1, 6:1, 7:1, 12:1, 
14:1, and 15:1. What does the phrase “I saw” indicate? What type of plan is this?

HISTORICAL BACKGROUND

The Roman Empire in power when John wrote the book. It speaks of tribulation and persecution that Christians 
are called to endure: 1:9, 2:9-10, 3:10. John, while receiving this vision, was in exile on the Island of Patmos (v.9). 
There are similarities between this tribulation and the captivity, but many differences also. The captivity was a 
national punishment from God for the sins of the people while this tribulation is from the ruling authorities.

PURPOSE OF THE BOOK

The Preteristic view holds that most of these prophecies had had their fulfillment in the early ages of the church,  
and are related only to the past.

The Historicist view is one of Revelation covering the great features in the history of the world, or of the church, 
from the apostles to the end. This broad outline of history extends to the second coming of Christ.

The Futuristic view holds that the book is entirely of future events concerning the time of the second coming, with 
the exception of the first few chapters to the churches, which were for the time in which they were written.

The Symbolic, spiritual or allegorical view sees Revelation as not talking about any specific times. It deals totally 
with ideas and principles on which God acts throughout human history.

PLAN OF THE BOOK

The book and the letters begin with a greeting. The first vision is the letters to the various churches: 1:10-3:22. The 
second vision begins at 4:1. The book is mainly an extended series of visions, not necessarily in sequence.


