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Course Description

Having completed the survey of the Bible and the study of the principles of interpreting the Bible, the student 
should then logically move into the detailed study or exegesis of the sections of Scripture. This course is to be 
the beginning of the detailed study of the two books of prophecy — Daniel and Revelation. As time permits, the 
student will exegete and apply these two books using principles of hermeneutics.

OBJECTIVES

1. The major objective of this course is to master theme and plan of each of these books and to learn the details of 
content. Before one can interpret, one must know what is said.

2. The next goal is to begin to interpret and apply the facts of these books using principles of hermeneutics. These 
“facts” thus interpreted will become part of the factual foundation on which the student will later establish his 
eschatology.

3. As a course in “exegesis”, this should give and use of the principles of hermeneutics.  In a special way, the 
general principles of historical background, theme and plan and the special principles of symbols and 
prophecy will be used

COURSE REQUIREMENTS

1. The first responsibility will be for the student to isolate and learn the details of content in these books.  This 
will be done in daily assignments.

2. In connection with the daily assignments, the student will keep a “workbook” in which will be recorded his 
original work on the passage (no class notes included). 

3. In connection with the study of the “visions” of Daniel, a chart will be prepared.  Special directions for this will 
be given.  This will be due tentatively one week after completion of the study of Daniel in class.

4. There will be three examinations in the course.  The first one will cover Daniel 1-6; the second one will cover 
Daniel 7-12.  The final examination will cover the book of Revelation and its relation to Daniel.

SPECIAL THANKS

This course was made available online by a financial gift from a member of the CIU class of 1964. The 23 lesson 
notes are the combined work of Don Hughes (’78), Grady and Vicki Hammack Merritt (’73), Mary Ann Shutt 
McCloy (’64), and Martha Rupp Macomber (’75).
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Lesson 1
Historical Background

STUDY GUIDE

1. In understanding the message of the book of Daniel, it is especially important to have an adequate grasp of the 
times and circumstances in which Daniel lived. The part of Daniel’s life that is of special concern to his book 
began at a very important historical event.  Read Dan. 1:1-7. What is this event? Now read II Chron. 36: 5-16. 
Get clearly in mind the three phases of this event and the main details of each one.  With which of these is 
Daniel concerned?

2. It is also important to try to understand the duration of Daniel’s life and ministry.  Read the following verses 
with this in mind: Dan. 1:1; 1:21; 5:1; 5:30; 6:1; 6:28; 10:1 and Ezra 1:1-4. What would you say now about the 
duration of Daniel’s ministry?

3. The place and general situation of Daniel’s ministry is obvious but it is helpful to have it clearly before us as we 
get into the study. Read the following verses with this in mind: 1:1; 3:1-3; 5:1-4. Where was Daniel? In what 
general situation? What prophet was in the same place but a different situation?

4. The most important aspect of the historical background is understand the significance of this crisis that began 
Daniel’s public life and colored his whole ministry. Read the following passages to get the feel of what this 
event meant to Daniel and his people: Gen. 12:1-3; Deut. 4:7-8; II Chron. 36:17-21; Ps. 137:1-9; Lam. 1:1-11; 
2:5-10; 5:1-22.

NOTES

The historical setting of the book of Daniel is established in the first two verses of chapter one. In this, the first siege 
of Jerusalem by the Babylonians, Jehoiakim, king of Judah, was captured by Nebuchadnezzar king of Babylon. This 
event occurred in the third year of the reign of Jehoiakim, which would be about 605 B.C.

There are three main phases, which occurred in the siege of Jerusalem:

1. Jehoiakim did evil in the sight of the Lord and it was for this reason that God allowed him to be captured by 
Nebuchadnezzar. Not only was Jehoiakim taken to Babylon, but also some of the articles from the temple 
which were placed in the temple of Nebuchadnezzar in Babylon (2 Chronicles 36:5-8).

2. Jehoiachin ruled over Judah for only three months and ten days before he was taken to Babylon in chains. 
At the same time, the nobles and most of the skilled artisans were removed as well as the pillaging of all the 
remaining treasures of both the temple and palace.

3. The brother of Jehoiachin, Zedekiah was then made king over Jerusalem and Judah receiving the crown on 
the express condition of taking a solemn oath of fealty to the king of Babylon (Ezek. 17:13). Pride was the 
downfall of Zedekiah, which was the cause of the idolatry of the nation, and their disregard of prophetic 
warnings. This culminated in the downfall of his sadly reduced kingdom by the long threatened judgments of 
God.  Nebuchadnezzar, the executioner of the divine vengeance, commenced a third siege of Jerusalem, which 
resulted in the burning of the temple, with, most probably, the ark, and in the overthrow of the kingdom of 
Judah.

2 Chronicles 36:20, “And those who had escaped from the sword he carried away to Babylon; and they were 
servants to him and to his sons until the rule of the kingdom of Persia.” We then see in Daniel 1:4, that the best of 
this group were trained for service in the king’s court. Daniel was one of these choice young men,
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The ministry of Daniel began in the third year of the rein of Jehoiakim, which was about 605 B.C. and continued 
through the reigns of Nebuchadnezzar, Belshazzar, Darius the Mede, and into the third year of Cyrus the Persian, 
which would be about 536 B.C. In the first year of Cyrus he issued a proclamation that the temple in Jerusalem 
would be rebuilt (Ezra 1:1-4).

Daniel’s ministry began in Babylon where he was appointed by Nebuchadnezzar the chief of the magicians, 
conjurers, Chaldeans, and diviners, placing him in a high position in the king’s court. He remained in high respect 
and position to all the kings, which reigned during the duration of his ministry. It may be noted here that another 
Biblical Prophet was in this same region and issued prophecies that resembled those of Daniel especially in the 
visions and images. This man is Ezekiel who was taken away from Jerusalem along with Jehoiachin. His prophecies 
began while on the river Chebar, which flows into the Euphrates about 200 miles north of Babylon.

It was a time of utter despair and rejection for the people of God because they realized they had violated all the 
promises God had given them and thus were being punished. It is important to understand the anxiety that the 
Babylonian captivity brought to the Jewish people, as seen in Daniel and Ezekiel. Jerusalem, the Holy City, and The 
Temple were demolished and the Ark of the Covenant was lost, stolen, or destroyed. See also: Gen.12:l-3; Deut. 
4:7-8; II Chron. 36:17-.21; Ps. 137:1-9; Lam.1:1-11; 2:5-40; 5:1-22.


